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36 MOUNTAINS OF MEDICINE

BY DAN SKYE

California is no longer the sole medical- marljuana u' 2
in America: Med-pot patients are acqumngtch rds by the
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The Waron Weed is over,:
us, in some of the cou
Cannabis sativa? Plus: A sta
juana laws. '
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58 11TH ANNUAL HYDRO REPORT

Nico Escondido reveals the various techniques and products
necessary to grow pot plants hydroponically, without having
soil slow down the thriving roots. Plus: Danny Danko goes
inside the Hydroponics Products Expo, and our cannabis cc
spondent Ghost tours a massive indoor grow op.

78 TEAM DEATH STAR
BY SAMANTHA NICHOLAS

Do Jedi warriors grow great pot? All reports say yes! Travel to a
ganja galaxy not so faraway and find where Jedi growers guatd-—

a magical strain known as Death Star. <
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84 RVDU20: The HIGH TIMES Interview
with Rob Van Dam

BY DAVID BIENENSTOCK

Climb into the ring with the highest-flying athlete’in profession-

al wrestling for a no-holds-barred Q&A on marijuana, grap-
pling, and the precarious act of combining the_ two.
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ROCKIN’ IT

| wanted to remind you guys
that HIGH TIMES is the finest
magazine by far! | love your
articles and all your breath-
taking pictures that seem to
pop out of the magazine at >
me. | smoke weed, so | really SPECIAL,
appreciate your magazine a - ﬂ.E-‘.L‘iLlf:
lot. It’s not like HIGH TIMES is R

just some magazine that a
bunch of stoners threw
together after a long session;
it's very articulate and down-
right awesome. | hope to one ALANTS
day become an intern at HIGH F/TIEE 331
TIMES and eventually have

my dream job there. | just
hope you guys don’t drug-test!

BIEGEN ¥IE

CANNA
CLHES CANCER

Alisha T.

IS THERE AN APP FOR THAT?
Hello from Arkansas. I'm a 25-year smoking
veteran and a 10-time Cannabis Cup veteran.
Without giving away my age, | am also a tech
junkie. I have noticed that I'm still waiting for my
HIGH TIMES iPhone application for my front
page. | already have four different pot leaves
from different apps on my page, but | spend
more time on hightimes.com, so | need an app to
go straight to your site. See you at the Cup!
Sent from my iPhone,

Mr. Brown
RASTAFARI, SAYS 1
As it is written in our Constitution, “Congress
shall make no law respecting an establishment
of a religion, or prohibiting the free exercise
thereof .... ” Based on this statement alone, if
you make marijuana part or all of your religion
and can truly profess it to be so, then there can
be no law prohibiting the free exercise thereof.

Michael W.

HEART OF GLASS
Thumbin’ through the Internet, | came across
the cover picture for the March ‘09 HT. The pipe
on the cover struck me as beautiful. | was won-
dering if you would be able to tell me where | can
get that exact one. I'm bored off my ass in Iraq
and definitely would like something like that to
smoke out of when | get done with this damn
deployment next month.

Kris
That pipe was created by Steve Bates. Unfortu-
nately, it was won in a raffle at the recent World
Stoner Games in Toronto. When you're back in
the States, call us. We’ll hook you up with a cool
artist.

OVERGROW THE GOVERNMENT:
THE SEQUEL

I live in a suburb of Cleveland, OH. | love mari-
juana more then anything in this world, and I still
don’t understand why it’s illegal. But | just had
an idea that I'm sure many other people have
probably already had: | was thinking that if every

stoner in the US saved up
their seeds for a year and
then went into the woods
and planted them all over
the place, how could they
(meaning the government)
be able to stop it? So | was
wondering if you guys would
help me spread the word on
doing this. Thanks!

Steve 0.

HYDRO TIP

What's up? I'm a hardcore
fan of your magazine and
the plant we all love, so
when | was doing a little
Christmas shopping and
found out that you can buy a small hydro system
from Linens 'n’ Things called the Power Plant (it
costs $39.99 and goes well in small places), |
thought your readers might be interested.

Chao

REEFER MIADNESS
Hey, can you guys put up on your website or
print in the next issue a link to a story that you
published several years ago? | believe it was in a
Halloween or October edition, and it was about a
brownie nightmare! | think it was hilarious
because of the brownie panic that people some-
times get! | want to share it with some friends on
my Facebook page, but | can’t find the article on
your website. Please, please, please!

Lucy
Ah yes, the story of the cop who ate pot brownies
and called 911. A true classic.
chrysb.fliggo.com/video/iTiG77hT

THE WAVE OF THE FUTURE
Where | can buy HIGH TIMES in Lithuania?
Ernest

HIGH TIMES is now available world-wide in a
digital download format. Complete versions of
the magazine are available to download as well
as free 20 page digital samples of many of our
back issues.

Check out http://hightimes.com/digitaledition
for more details.

FUCKIN’ INCREDIBLE IS RIGHT

I just watched your “Best Strains of 2008 video”
on YouTube, and only occasionally does a bud |
smoke even resemble any of those...but never
the "Fucking Incredible.”

Before | forget again, | know you have the best
bomb-dank-crystally-stanky potent-psychedelic
bud ever given to mankind. Enjoy... I'm jealous...

Blinky

Send your letters to: Feedback c/o HIGH TIMES,
419 Park Avenue South, 16th floor, New York, NY

10016. Email: hteditor@hightimes.com.
We reserve the right to edit for length and clarity.




ﬂﬂ.;l'rECT ' YOUR TYPHOON
& [ollie WITH === GEAR!

@ —— ®

READY TO ROLL

PRO-CASE, AXE-PACK, HARDCASE, AND |
HEADCASE - adding portability, function
and security to any piece you want to roll with. |
Get RYOT GEAR, and ycru re ready fo rofl! 4
www.ryot.com : |
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Why should you TvPhoor?
Five reasons...
1: Rotation - Specifically engineered air d1re4:tars on the sides of each
Typhoon Chamber cause the smoke to vortex 2: Diffusion - As the smoke
spins , ambient air mixes with your smoke thru the directors. 3: Cooling -
The distance traveled by the smoke is three times longer in its cyclonic path.
4. Clean - Centrifugal force spins & deposits combusted tar and ash to stick
against the glass instead of in you resulting in a much softer smoke, and
finally, 5: TVPHOON ACTION - An awesome swirling smoke show!
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New York City's outlaw skateboard
race gets underway with hundreds
of hoarders wheeling hard.

=

BOMBIN DOWN BROADIVA

It’s one of the most dangerous contests in New York City, and it’s called
the “Broadway Bomb.” Long considered one of the premier under-
ground skateboarding races in the world, the Bomb starts in Harlem at
116th Street and ends eight and a half miles later at the statue of the
bull on Wall Street.

One hundred and forty-five intersections, congested with some of
the most aggressive drivers in the world, lay between the racers and
their goal. If you wish to compete, there are a few simple things to re-
member: Never get between a taxi and his fare; buses are the safest
type of traffic; the police can’t arrest every-
one; and stopping is never an option. e

This year’s race went down on Satur- : o
day, October 10, and for 30 glorious min-
utes, skateboarders shut down
Manhattan’s main artery. Pedestrians,
drivers, cabbies and even the police
watched in awe as riders tore down
Broadway on their way to the bull. De-
spite the race’s semi-legal status, no ar- |
rests were made, and the only casualties
were a few boards that found their way
under car tires.

Winner Mark Schaperow finished
with a time of 26 minutes, 40 seconds.
That's roughly half the time it would take to make the
same journey in a subway—proving once again that the shortest dis-
tance between two points is a straight line, a set of wheels and a brazen
disregard for personal well-being.—Tetsuhiko Endo

12 HIGHTIMES
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GUILIERMO DIRE, CHAMELEDN

He can be anybody—a thug, a transves-
tite, a stoner dude or a really, really bad
guy. He's that elusive breed known as a
“character actor” who can slip expertly
in and out of other people’s skins.
Everybody remembers Guillermo
Diaz from Half Baked, in which he and
Dave Chappelle ineptly try to move
some stolen pot. And Weeds watchers
know him as a quirky Mexican drug
dealer. Now he’s starring as an evildoer

in the upcoming Kevin Smith film A Cou- i 3

opposite Bruce Willis and Tracy Morgan
A character actor of the highestl?:ralihre.

ple of Dicks, which opens February 26. =

Diaz is a New York City native who recalls: “Growing up, | got picked on a lot—
| got mugged in my own high school. So it’s kind of funny that | play these thugs.”
He laughs slyly. “I get to do things I never could do.”

These days, Guillermo is a veteran actor who has done a number of terrific
turns in films like Chelsea Walls, Party Girl and Dirty Love, and he obviously loves
playing oddballs of all sorts. Because Half Baked has attained stoner cult-classic
status, the pot community often tabs him as a kindred spirit—and they’re not far
off the mark. But Guillermo says he didn’t smoke anything until he reached his
twenties. “It wasn’t for me,” he says. “I didn’t want to do it and | didn’t respond to
peer pressure. But as an adult, | tried it. | could never act while high, but | do use it
creatively—especially to write.”

He freely admits that he upped his usage while doing Half Baked: “With Chap-
pelle—%a!—that's when | really started.” .

There was never any pot smoking on the set, he adds, but later—uh, that was a
different story. “We were i e’s room smoking up every night,” he recalls. “Es-
ther Rolle, the actr used to be on Good Times—she’s dead now—was in the
room next-door and kept complaining to the fron k that she smelled pot every-
where. Is it too late to say, ‘Sorry, Esther’?”

Visit guillermodiaz.net

BRETT BEYER (3), DAN SKYE (2), COURTESY OF VOTEHEMP.ORG (2)



Activists go to
work reseeding
the DEA's lawn.
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On October 13, activists and farmers attempted to plant industrial-hemp seeds
on the lawn of the DEA headquarters in Arlington, VA. Their goal was to bring
the potential for legal hemp farming to the attention of the Obama administra-
tion, as well as to challenge—and ultimately eliminate—the DEA's current au-
thority over hemp in America.

North Dakota farmer Wayne Hauge, Vermont farmer Will Allen, Hemp Indus-
tries Association (HIA) president Steve Levine, Dr. Bronner’s president David Bron-
ner, Vote Hemp’s Adam Eidinger, and Isaac Nichelson of Livity Hemp Clothing
were arrested while digging up the DEA's lawn in order to sow industrial-hemp
seed imported from Canada. The six protesters used ceremonial chrome shovels
engraved with the words “Hemp Planting Oct. 2009—DEA Headquarters—Ameri-
can Farmers Shall Grow Hemp Again! Reefer Madness Will Be Buried!” They
were soon arrested and hauled off to the Arlington County jail.

HENIP LAWN DOCTORS

| | INDUSHS

B - T

After the event, Steve Levine said, “"The police didn't seem concerned
that we were planting hemp. They seemed more concerned with us tearing
up the lawn.” The charges reflected that concern: trespassing and destruc-
tion of public property. The six paid minor fines. (Nice piece of activism,
everyone. However, some hemp activists were disappointed that the "hemp
seed imported from Canada” was actually nothing more than sterile, toasted
hemp seed used for food products.)

Industrial hemp is a non-psychoactive plant with a THC level below 0.3
percent. It is farmed throughout Canada, Europe and Asia, but not a single US
farmer can legally grow this versatile crop—used for food, clothing, body care,
paper, building materials, auto paneling and more—even though several
states have passed laws to permit such farming. The DEA, despite its status as
a law-enforcement agency, is the only government entity authorized to issue
permits to hemp farmers who seek to grow what is indisputably an agricul-
tural crop. Throughout its 36-year history, the DEA has issued exactly one.

David Bronnergets cuffed along with five others.

Maybe the times really are a-changing. When
law enforcement concedes something that the
cannabis community has been saying for years—
that the Mexican drug cartels are not involved in

growing pot in California, Utah, Oregon or any-
where else in the US—maybe we’'re making
some progress.

DEA Special Agent Gordon Taylor, stationed in
Sacramento, recently said that he has “not seen
any direct link” between pot growers in California

and the notoriously violent Mexican drug cartels
based in cities like Tijuana and Juarez. He quickly
added: “That doesn’t mean the link isn’t there.
We just haven't seen it to date.”

According to Taylor, “there is no question that
drug-trafficking organizations from Mexico, not
necessarily tied to a cartel, are bringing up peo-
ple, crossing into the United States illegally, and
using them to grow marijuana in California.”

Translation: Growers with Spanish names are
growing pot in California in order to make money.
Some of these people are probably illegal aliens.

CALL 911!

This is one ambulance where it's a good idea not to play with
the siren. That’s because there are some very important pa-
tients inside—and while they're in no way critical, their condi-
tion is “guarded.”

Some growers obviously believe that if you're gonna call it
“medical marijuana,” you may as well have your garden situ-
ated in a thematically correct environment. This former EMS
wagon was bought off an auction lot, then used as a salesmo-
bile for a dude who traveled across the Northern Plains hawk-
ing Xado engine products. But it was obviously meant for
greater things, and now it occupies a parking space in the Col-
orado wilderness, where it's been outfitted with true “life sup-
port” equipment: a General Hydroponics Aero Flo 2/30
system, home to a host of AK-47 crosses. The attending physi-
cian—a medical-marijuana patient who suffers from myas-
thenia gravis, a severe muscle-weakening disease—believes
that AK hybrids are the most effective strains for treating pain.

Presently, all of the plants are in intensive care, but the
patients are expected to leave the hospital in perfect health.

FEBRUARY 2010 13



Everything we put on our skin
is absorbed into the body in
less than 40 seconds. You
might want to check your
soap dish: Many potentially
dangerous additives that have
been outlawed in the Euro-
pean Union because of health
concerns are still found in
cosmetics, soaps, shaving
gels and body washes sold in
the US. Chemical-laden body
washes and artificially
scented lotions might just be
skinning you alive!

Instead of that crap, look
for natural, hemp-based
body-care products like the
new line of soaps and lotions
from the Rad Soap Company.

;‘ }5KE UPAND SORP UP!

Rad Soap seems to be targeting the stoner audience, because their new line is called the Toke Col-
lection, and it features a natural body lotion, body wash and body bar. Take Toke to the tub and expe-
rience the ultimate in hot-boxing for your body and aromatherapy for your mind. Toke uses unrefined
hemp-seed oil, which is anti-inflammatory and anti-aging, helps heal skin lesions, contains antioxi-
dants and has moisture-balancing properties to repair dry skin. It also prevents nuclear war.
Rejuvenate and moisturize your skin with some Toke today!

Visit radsoap.com.

At the end of this past baseball season, the Minnesota Twins and the Detroit Tigers were tied and
forced to play an extra game to determine who would face the New York Yankees in the first round of
playoffs. The Twins won and immediately flew to New York City, finally getting to bed after 4 a.m.
They tried to grab a few hours of shut-eye before the start of Game 1, scheduled for 6 p.m. that
evening. The Twins, understandably fatigued, ultimately lost 7-2.

So what a joy it must have been for the players to see Major League Baseball representatives in
the locker rooms after the game collecting urine samples to be checked for stimulants. Yeah, no one
should have an unfair advantage, even though it would seem that the Yankees did, enjoying four days
of rest prior to the game.

And while we’re on the subject of “unfair advantage,” don’t religious players who point up in the
air at God when they cross home plate have an unfair advantage by demonstrating the fact that their
deeds are assisted by a supernatural force?

BUD-SELLERS' RIBLE

So you're thinking of getting a second job—but the one you're con-
sidering doesn’t require a Social Security number, W-2 forms, new
clothes or even a background check. Before you start your first day
of work, though, you might want to read the company manual.

What? No company manual? Then read Drug Dealing for Dum-
mies by Daniel Storm: It provides a common-sense approach to
avoiding the prying eyes and ears of state and federal agents. Take
a guided tour of the “dark side” associated with crime and those
sworn to uphold the law. Drug Dealing for Dummies is also re-
quired reading for everyone with concerns about the seemingly
unlimited resources available to law-enforcement agents.
Available for $39.95 at danielstormauthor.com.

DRUG DEALING FOR
DUMMIES

i areient Uil e Y il pow

by: daniel storm

e i s e ooy
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RIP Dickie
Peterson.;
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LOSS OF A Lagenp

This past October, Dickie
Peterson—founder and
frontman of the legendary
rock band Blue Cheer— \-
passed away after a battle .

with cancer at the age of ﬁ 5 TS 7
61. Blue Cheer is consid- - I

ered by many to be the t ? ‘
first American heavy-

metal band. A huge fan of HIGH TIMES and a
proud pothead, Dickie attributed much of his
creativity to weed. In March 2008, Blue Cheer
headlined the Doobie Awards at SXSW in Austin,
taking home two trophies: Pot Song of the Year
(“Rollin” Dem Bones”) and the prestigious Life-
time Achievement Award. Rock in peace, Dickie.
Check out hightimes.com/tags/blue_cheer

SMITH AND RSIA

Director Kevin Smith
(Clerks, Dogma, Jay and
Silent Bob Strike Back)
credits Seth Rogen for
helping him pull out of a
creative slump. How?
Rogen got him to start
Kevin's in heaven!‘ smoking weed regularly.
Smith says he now lights
up three times a day. While working on post-
production for A Pair of Dicks (opening February
26), he told the world: “I know you’re supposed
to tell kids not to do drugs, but, kids, do it! Do
weed! Don’t do the other stuff, but weed is good.
What you want to do is what | did—build a movie
empire and, at age 38, smoke it all away.”

DeA PLAYS DOCTOR

Has the DEA had a hand in
editing scripts for Fox’s
hit doctor show House? In
the series’ first years, the
brilliant but bastardly Dr.
House (played by British
actor Hugh Laurie) used
Vicodan liberally to ease
the pain of his muscle dis-
ease. In subsequent episodes, he also demon-
strated an affinity for “medical” pot. House
obviously liked getting high—until recently.

Apparently, the DEA has been writing let-
ters to the network for years complaining of
House’s “flagrant use and abuse of narcotics
without consequence.” (Better to suffer and
be miserable.)

So did Fox cave to the pressure? Blogging
viewers have been wondering. Suddenly, Vico-
dan began making House see dead people.
Next, he detoxed. Now, he no longer uses Vico-
dan—he just limps around and doesn’t talk
about the pain anymore.

Laurie gets House
cleaning.

DAN SKYE (2), KAT STARR (2)
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The Prez says the
Feds won't mess
with your meds.

OBANA OK WITH MED MJ

The light at the end the tunnel just got a little brighter. In mid-October, the Obama adminis-
tration announced new Justice Department guidelines under which the Feds will no longer
seek to arrest medical-marijuana users or their suppliers. A memo sent to the DEA, FBI
and federal prosecutors in the 14 states that allow the use of medical marijuana proclaims
that federal manpower will no longer be used to prosecute those who are in compliance
with state and local laws.

The news was met with guarded optimism in the cannabis community, especially given
the raids on med-pot dispensaries in Southern California earlier this year, in which the DEA
either took an active role or offered assistance. The Obama administration also made it
clear that the Feds will still prosecute those who use medical marijuana as a cover for other
illegal activities: The memo instructs prosecutors to pursue marijuana cases that involve vi-
olence, the illegal use of firearms, selling pot to minors, money laundering or other crimes.

The results—some
rather encouraging—
are now in from the
2008 National Survey
on Drug Use and Health
(NSDUH), conducted
annually by the Sub-
stance Abuse and Men-
; “tal Health Services

i Administration of the US
7 Department of Health
and Human Services.

In 2008, approxi-
mately 20.1 million

' the total US population)
reported using illegal
drugs in the previous
month, the same percentage as in 2007. No
matter how the Feds spin it, overall drug
use did not decline in the previous year
whatsoever. Not surprisingly, cannabis was
the most commonillicit drug, used by 15.2
million Americans in the previous month.
_~This means that approximately one out of
“every 15 people that the average person is
acquainted with, or passes on the street,
smokes pot. Again, these are the stats for
regular users; the number of pot smokers
is even higher when those who've partaken
at least once in the previous six months or
one year are taken into account.

These 2008 numbers represent a slight
= increase over the number of regular mari-
' juana users in the 2007 survey (5.8 per-

cent), perhaps signaling that those who
choose to intoxicate are drifting more to-
- _ward the far more benign (and usually ben-
-“eficial) marijuana instead of dangerous
drugs like meth and pharmaceuticals.

The inclusion of minors in the NSDUH
should not be ignored, as the number of pot
users ages 12 to 17 did not change from
2007 to 2008 (6.7 percent in both
~w.years). This means the percentage of teens
using pot is actually slightly higher than the
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) : Approximately one out of every
" 4 < Americans (8 percent of 15 people that the average person

is acquainted with, or passes
on the street, smokes pot.

general population (the
aforementioned 6.1 per-
cent of all Americans).

Alcohol remains our
“drug of choice,” with
more than half the popu-
lation describing them-
selves as current users in
2008, although this was a
drop from the previous
year (51.1 percent in the
2007 survey). Minors use
alcohol regularly too, but
not at a higher rate than
the population as a whole.

In response to the
NSDUH, the September
2009 press release is-
sued by the Office of National Drug Control
Policy touts the efforts of the National
Youth Anti-Drug Media Campaign, which
was created by the Republican-controlled
Congress back in 1998. Yet despite “the na-
tion’s most visible effort to prevent and re-
duce teen drug use,” the rate of illegal drug
use among teens only decreased a whop-
ping 0.2 percent (from 9.5 percent in 2007
to 9.3 in 2008).

One of the most positive findings in the
NSDUH—one that pot supporters and hard-
ened Drug Warriors can agree upon—is a
substantial decrease in meth use, down by
over halfin just a three-year span: from
731,000 reported users in 2006 to 314,000 in
'08. Cocaine use also dropped, from 2.1 mil-
lion regular users in 2007 to 1.9 million in
2008. Hallucinogens, including LSD and Ec-
stasy, were used regularly by just over a
million people in 2008, closely mirroring the
"07 figures. And illicit prescription-drug use
is likewise on the decline, from 6.9 million
Americans in 2007 to 6.2 million in "08 (rep-
resenting 2.5 percent of the population).

Coupled with the rise in pot use, it seems
that the American drug-taking public is fi-
nally getting its act together.—Mark Miller

One last thing to keep in mind: The memo doesn’t exclude the possibility that the federal
government could prosecute someone whose activities are allowed under state law. In-
stead, it states merely that “it will not be a priority to prosecute patients with serious ill-
nesses or their caregivers” [emphasis added)—because apparently you still might want to
leave that option open for the future.

Neven Lot ‘em
aa YoU SwedT!

On July 1, 2003, the US Patent Office is-
sued a patent to Dr. Stuart Mark Berlin
for the diagnostic use of sweat pro-
duced by the apocrine glands, present
in the armpit and groin at the root of
every hair shaft. The patent was granted on the basis of data
documenting that the evolutionary function of the apocrine
gland is to concentrate biomarkers from the blood into apocrine
sweat during various physiologically abnormal states. These
concentrated biomarkers in apocrine sweat break down into
volatile components with little heat and bacterial action.

What does this mean for marijuana users? Simply that a
new kind of test will soon be aimed at them. Blood tests,
which can also establish one’s level of marijuana intoxication,
are not only invasive but impractical to perform in the field;
they are also a violation of individual rights. On the other
hand, urine tests—which are also somewhat impractical in
the field—do not detect THC itself but rather the carboxy
metabolite that it produces, which is not psychoactive and re-
mains present in the urine for long periods of time. Thus,
while a positive urine test demonstrates that marijuana has
been used in the recent past, it does not give any information
as to the current level of intoxication.

Apocrine sweat, on the other hand, will concentrate THC
to five times its current blood level during an intoxicated state
(as opposed to the eccrine sweat produced by the sweat
glands on the rest of the body, which does not concentrate
THC—in fact, it usually has only a small fraction of the THC
level found in the blood.) This natural concentrating function
by the apocrine gland means that a non-invasive test for
acute marijuana intoxication—one that will give immediate
results in a field setting by testing the thin film of sweat in a
person’s armpit—can now be made.

Curiously, the technology for this test is the same as that
used for urine-based pregnancy tests. Therefore, any company
that makes such tests can immediately make apocrine-sweat
tests for THC as well (plus the patent for apocrine-sweat test-
ing is available for immediate licensing). In fact, marijuana
users themselves might benefit from such a test, in order to
determine when it’s safe to drive, operate machinery or return
to work. However, an even bigger segment of the market will
undoubtedly be parents, employers and law enforcement.

DAN SKYE (2)
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THE ULTIMATY

The federal government maintains
that marijuana has no medical value.
Try telling that to a burn survivor.

Story & photos by Dan Skye

We use words like fate, destiny and karma to
define our life experience, the underlying subtext
being that our circumstances have been prede-
termined by our actions. Or, more simply put: We
get what we deserve.

They're silly concepts, especially to burn sur-
vivors. More often than not, “destiny” occurs in
an instant, a horrific collision of random circum-
stances—a spark, materials for combustion, and
the presence of a human heing. Who among us
deserves such a fate?

Fire isn't like cancer. A white-blood-cell versus
red-blood-cell count is nothing but an ahstrac-
tion for most of us; we don't have an understand-
ing of chemotherapy treatments unless we
undergo them. But we can all relate to fire. We've
all had minor experiences of being burned, and
we understand the pain that it inflicts. If we en-
counter an individual ravaged hy fire, we get it—
we understand the horror. But it shocks us on a
visceral level, and so we recoil.

Still, as many burn survivors have testified,
fire is the easy part. It's the recovery that's the
real test: weeks of immobility, multiple surgeries,
and the severe psychological toll as you come to
terms with your inability to function as you once
did. In addition to the depression and anxiety
brought on by disfigurement, burn survivors
also cope with unimaginable varieties of torment:
sudden sharp, stabbing pains that result from
damaged or destroyed nerve endings, throbbing
muscle spasms, and acute houts of itching that
cannot be relieved.

Naturally, pharmaceutical companies market
an array of medications to combat anxiety, plus
every other condition that arises from such in-
juries. Consequently, many burn survivors deal
with addiction, too.

Take Matthew Bassion of Nuevo, CA, who suf-
fered burns over 60 percent of his body (as well as
a broken pelvis, femur and fibula) when he was T-
boned on his motorcycle. He fought off his addic-
tions by using pot. “I definitely feel like a
recovering addict,” he says now. “They had me on
morphine and Dilaudid—you can't function on
those. I definitely reached a point where [ wanted
them more and more, but I also knew [ wanted to
kick them. Cannabis helped me get off that junk.
It definitely helps me with anxiety from the acci-
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Jeremie Reese
with his
methadone
prescription.

: h” A burn survivor
e self-medicates.

Pharmaceuticals vs. pot: Which would you choose?

dent, but really, [ use it mostly as a pain reliever.”

Tom McKay lays it on the line: “I wouldn't be
here without it,” he says of cannabis. Over 50 per-
cent of his body was burned in a fuel-truck fire.
When Tom was released from the hospital, he'd
lost over 50 pounds. Massive medication had
sapped his appetite. His doctors recommended a
diet of 5,000 calories per day, but Tom could
barely look at food until he acquired a medical
recommendation for pot. He slowly began to re-
build his body, and now says he hasn't taken a
pill in four years: “I smoke a bowl and, 10 minutes
later, I'm ready to eat!” he reports. “Cannabis
helps you look at things differently, to see the
lighter side, which helped with my recovery, too.”

Childhood burns are especially devastat-
ing—as the hody grows, the scar tissue stretches
and requires surgery. Albert Santiago was

scalded in a bathtub accident when he was 18
months old. “I stopped taking all those prescrip-
tions once I started smoking at 15. Now it's only
green for me,” he says. “A lot of people don't un-
derstand my life. It really helps me—it’s a good
thing, and it will really help if people open their
eyes and stop judging people.”

For former movie stuntwoman Alisa Christen-
son, whose memoir Gimp (iUlniverse] chronicles
her ordeal, pot was definitely not on her agenda
for pain management—at first. “I was a wine-
and-cigarette girl,” she laughs. “I never smoked
pot prior to my accident.”

Ironically, Alisa’s injuries weren't stunt-re-
lated: In a freak camping accident, a spark ig-
nited and melted her sleeping bag—with her in
it. Later, during one of her surgeries, she suf-
fered a stroke. “For two years, [ tried to live with-



Albert Santiago
says, “It's only
green for me.”

Matthew

§ Bassion

| | isays ot
helpgd him

kick-pills. ¢

Glenn Ford's
recoveryisa
“journey.”

Former stuntwoman
Alisa Christenson,
author of Gimp.

Scarred hands roll up a joint.
%, A

. ﬁ fga 0
E
Y

+ By

s

out pain meds, be the tough guy, work out, eat
right,” she says now. “But the pain became
chronic and ended up doing more damage. Your
brain slowly becomes used to pain, and it be-
comes chronic. Weed does not stop my pain, but I
use it instead of Valium, Xanax or the myriad of
other mood-altering drugs availahle.

“My burns are one issue, the stroke another,”
Alisa continues. “Brain damage caused my anxi-
ety disorder, and weed is the hest drug I've found
to calm my nerves—I lighten up, laugh even. The
effects of one puff are over in an hour, so it’s
much better than Valium, which lasts four to five
hours and can knock me to sleep.”

Five years ago, at age 17, Jeremy Reese, a
self-described adrenaline junkie, decided to
climb an electrical tower back home in Win-
ston-Salem, NC, with a couple of buddies. “Long

| story short, I got hit with 335,000 volts and fell

58 feet,” he recalls. His life hecame an endless
treadmill of high-potency painkillers: OxyCotin,
Dilaudid, Fentanyl and morphine were all pre-
scribed liberally to combat the pain of nerve
damage. In fact, Jeremy currently holds a pre-
scription for methadone, which has played
havoc with his appetite and digestion. However,
his life changed when he tried marijuana. “I
couldn't eat—I could take a handful of pills and
still be hurtin',” he recalls. “But if I smoked one
joint, I'd be fine.”

Jeremy’s experience motivated him to be-
come an activist in his home state, and San
Diego's Rudy Reyes has been cheering him on.
Rudy is a powerful, relentless activist (see “Siege
on SoCal,” HT Dec. '09) who survived the local
wildfires of 2003 after experiencing terrible

burns over b5 percent of his body. Although San
Diego County has heen stridently opposed to
medical marijuana, Rudy has carried on the
fight vigorously. A force in local politics, whether
he's running for various elective offices himself
or calling out officeholders who waffle on the
issue, Rudy’s well aware that his appearance
confers an instant credibility on him. When it
comes to the availahility and benefits of medical
marijuana, “who would dare to argue with me?”
he observes. “Who would dare be that uncompas-
sionate?”

Rudy’s ultimate goal is to be elected to Con-
gress. “It's not right that someone who goes to
another state can be arrested for using their
medicine,” he says. "It needs to be accepted. Con-
gress is the only place where this change can be
made, so I'm pushing it—I want medical mari-
juana to be available for everyone.”

Burmn survivors are free to speak out on the
benefits of marijuana, but a nurse working in a
major urban hospital’'s burn unit must do so
anonymously if she wants to keep her joh. Says
one such nurse: “We medicate victims when they
come in with morphine or Fetanyl or Vicodan, and
it's very effective at first. But a patient can be in
our unit for months, and they build up a toler-

[ = ance, So they can
Noulmg man be in severe pain.
3 Plus the anxi-
makes is good
for medication. stucxintnis
room, and their
whole life has
= changed. Would-
made it, how
had can it be',’ allow them to use
" a substance that
eases their anxiety and makes them comfortahle?
Certainly, for us—the nurses—we can give much
laxed. How awesome would that he?”

Ultimately, it's a quality-of-life issue. Burn
survivor Glenn Ford, the victim of a fire in a scrap-
metal yard, has managed to retain his remark-
dealt—and he cites cannabis as a major factor.

“I never accepted pills,” he says. “Nothing
man makes is good for medication. But if God
made it, how bad can it be? Marijuana helped me
tive stuff, keep a smile on my face.

“I'm here for a purpose—I got to do every-
thing I can to get back to where I was,” Glenn
adds. “It's a journey that I'm on. Marijuana

ety—they're
But if God

n't it be better to
better care to a patient who is pain-free and re-
ahly cheerful demeanor despite the hand he was
mellow out, eat more, stay away from the nega-
helped me move forward.” sk
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Trans-High Market Quotations (THMQ) reports pot prices by the ounce, strain
and location. To submit prices, go to the THMQ link at hightimes.com.

CURRENT US PRICE INDEX: $342 (last month: $367; YTD: $355)
CURRENT KIND INDEX ($350+ PER 0Z): $440 (S441, S441)
CURRENT MIDS INDEX ($150-$348 PER 07): $253 ($301, $277)

CURRENT SCHWAG INDEX ($1-$148 PER 07): $78 (5101, $90)

STATE CITY STRAIN PRICE
ARIZONA Phoenix God Haze S420
Granddaddy Purps S450
CALIFORNIA Arcata Trainwreck $300
San Diego Pineapple $280
FLORIDA Tallahassee Blueberry S400
GEORGIA Marietta Sour Diesel 8450
INDIANA Warsaw Hawaiian Kush S400
KANSAS Topeka 0G Kush S440
Mids $150
MARYLAND Baltimore Trainwreck $700
Power Plant $u25
MASSACHUSETTS Worcester Outdoor $200
Haze $410
MINNESOTA Hopkins Beasters $280
Kush $350
MONTANA Butte Blueberry $320
Juicy Fruit $300
NEVADA Las Vegas Easy Ryder S400
NEW JERSEY Atco Hash Plant $350
Belmar Purple Trainwreck $400
Indian Mills Purple Kush S400
New Brunswick Jack Herer 6375
Tabernacle Easy Ryder $400
NEW YORK Belfast Blueberry $700
New York Strawberry Cough $400
OHIO Athens Sour Purple Haze S400
Blueberry $380
Death Star $560
Diesel $300
Bubba Kush $560
OREGON Bend Jilly Bean $240
Strawberry Cough $240
Portland Grapefruit 5240
Sensi Star 5240
Northern Lights $230
White Widow 5230
TENNESSEE Chattanooga Jack Herer $560
AK-U47 $520
Nashville Mids 5160
TEXAS Austin Schwag $60
Dallas Bull Rider S400
Master Kush $400
VIRGINIA Chesapeake Kind Outdoor 5400
Roanoke God Bud $320
INTERNATIONAL (prices in Canadian and US dollars and British pounds)
CANADA Winnipeg Purple Kush £$250
Jack Herer c$240
Lemon Skunk c$240
ENGLAND London Pineapple Funk £230
SOUTH AFRICA Cape Town The Kong $200
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MARKET ANALYSIS
Once again, it’s Kush in the top pot spot for the month. However, the coveted strain’s
average price dropped $42 in February. Blueberry, Purps and Diesel are all two for two
in terms of top-five finishes for 2010, while Strawberry Cough made the cut for the first
time since March '09. The top five submitted strains (with average price) were Kush
($400), Blueberry (5450), Purps ($413), Strawberry Cough ($347) and Diesel ($342).

INDEX WATCH: All indices finished below their previous month’s average, and the
Mids Index hit a 10-month low at $253. Yet while the US Price, Mids and Schwag
indices all dipped significantly (US Price, -525; Mids, -$48; Schwag -523), the Kind Index
essentially held steady at only $1 below January’s average.

HIGH TIMES wants to know what you’re smoking. Submit your strain information,
including location and price by the ounce, to thmg@hightimes.com.

STRAIN SUBMISSIONS FEBRUARY 2010

BLUEBERRY

DIESEL

Pineapple Funk - £230

London, ENGLAND

“Dripping with crystals and a
flavour reeking of ripe pineapple,
these ladies grew into huge fat
buds! An amazing daytime smoke
and beautiful high: truly tropical.”

Easy Ryder - $400

Las Vegas, NEVADA

“Grown outdoors in the harsh Las Vegas
summer heat. Colas and buds are very dense
and hella frosty, with an oh-so-lovely pun-
gent aromal Best herb to hit Vegas in years!”

The Kong - $200

Cape Town, SOUTH AFRICA

“I heard about the Kong from Holy Smoke
Seeds while visiting the UK recently. Now I
finally smoked it, and oh my God-it totally
blew me away!”

God Bud - $320

Roanoke, VIRGINIA

“Very sticky, crystal-loaded buds.
Two-toke smoke, couch-lock
high.”

SUBCOOL
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is illuminating the growing possibilities in gardens everywhere.
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LA power trio combines guitars with space dust.

IeBULA ANK THe MUS

By John Payne

Photos by Aaron Giesel

Wars, wars, wars ... financial
crises ... tsunamis! Swine flu!
Friends, the time has come like
no other to toss thy long hair and
bang thy head. Do it righteously,
do it now: Drop the needle on
Nebula’s Heavy Psyche album on
the ever-smoking Teepee label
and let the ride begin ....

The album’s a heady nose-
dive deep into the most classic
hard-rock and psychedelic
strains that you (or, more likely,
your mom and dad) shook a caf-
tan to back in the day, the short-
hand version being: What if Blue
Cheer, Hendrix, the Seeds and
the Stooges mass-jammed with
Sabbath, Deep Purple, Mud-
honey and Roky Erickson in a
swirling, maelstrom-Llike but
hard-, hard-rocking psychedelia
that didn’t totally bite the bag
with a lot of patchouli vagueness
about chakras and tofu, yet did
compel your inner lunatic to
gaze hopefully into the strato-
sphere—and beyond ....

Nebula may have their ears
tuned to outer space, but their
feet? Right here on solid ground.
When they released their first
album on Teepee back in 1998,
they called it Let It Burn (which,
by the way, is being reissued in
expanded form on vinyl later this
year). That album was only the
first in a series of psychedelia-
aligned power-trio hard stuff by
the band, which is the brainchild
of guitarist Eddie Glass (who is
joined in its current incarnation
by drummer Rob Oswald and
bassist-vocalist Tom Davies).

Nebula formed in 1997 in the
great, glamorous showbiz
cesspool that is Los Angeles, ris-
ing phoenix-Llike out of the smol-
dering ashes of the late,
sort-of-great skate/garage/punk
metallisti Fu Manchu. Glass was
in that band from '93 to '96, did
their first three records, then re-
alized his ideas were growing too
big for the Fu to accommodate.

“The Fu Manchu In Search Of...

record was the pinnacle of what
we could have continued doing,
with Hammond B3 organs and
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Moog synthesizers and all this
weird stuff,” he says. “The drum-
mer, Ruben Romano, and |
started to bring in songs to re-
hearsal for Fu Manchu—and we
wrote more songs, listening to
records, writing more music. At
the time, Fu Manchu was just
sort of straightforward guitar, so
it kinda got boring. So we turned
it into Nebula.”

While Glass dug the jammier
side of the hardcore Fu Manchu
sound, he wanted to push the en-
tire thing outward, right on up to
the stars. Nebula’s recorded
yield over the last 10 or so years,
including the awe-inspiring
Atomic Ritual (2003) and Apollo
(2006) albums, has set the bar
ever higher for a hard rock that
does in fact expand the mind, but
in a shrewdly exacting and heftily
sucker-punching way. Heavy
Psyche’s mastery of this aes-
thetic most likely owes its suc-
cess to Glass finally getting the
most adept and sympathetic
players he’s ever had, as well as
to the sheer number of years
he’s put in boiling down the
essence of the band’s sound.

“Every few years, we've
changed bass players, drum-
mers and everything, so it’s the
same name, but it's kind of
changed the sound,” he says.
“It's the people you play with
that make it sound different.
This is the first record with both
Rob and Tom on it. | was working
on eight-track demo versions of
the songs at home—just
sketches—and then we worked
off that. When we tried 'em out
in the studio, it all came out nat-
urally, really.”

The album’s a full plate of
all-killer songs that impress with
the huge number of ideas packed
into each, like three- or four-
minute mini-epics that bang the
aforementioned head but don't,
crucially, wear out the ear. The
songs are tight, no-bullshit slices
of psychically disorienting head
rock that, at their best, explore
the connected roots of the space-
garage continuum, as in “Little
Yellow Pill” and its jug-band
blues intro, or the ethereal glis-
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Tom, Rob and Eddie
pass the glass.

sando guitar auras of the Gong/Step-
penwolf/Music Machine hybrid “The
Other Side,” or the painterly use of
guitar sounds that Glass incorporates
into the opening “Pulse,” “Crown of
Thorns” and “Lead Sky.”

Nebula’s punk-rock early days are
most likely what separates their
brand of "'60s- and "70s-derived head
rock from the snoozy, ectoplasmic
messes of the Grateful Dead or
dreadful jamband pinheads like
Phish, String Cheese Incident and
Leftover Salmon (and what’s with all
the references to things that stink?).
The point is that Nebula keep their
shit short and sweet—wham-bam—
then stomp boldly off to the next
gnarly challenge. “Sometimes | ex-
tend the songs,” Glass admits, “but
most of the time, | like 'em short. | like
songs, you know?”

The album’s got an urgent direct-
ness to it that sounds like the band is
making stuff up on the spot—which
isn’t exactly the case, but it may as well
be. “Working with Tom and Rob was
really great,” says Glass, “because
over the years, we've gotten really tight
with our instruments. It came together
really good: We did most of the songs
in one take to keep what it really
sounds like live, the energy, the band
sound. First take—that’s the one.”
After the band members did their
basic tracks on bass, drums and
maybe rhythm guitar, everybody left
Glass alone in the studio to work his
spectral magic. He augmented the
tracks with a variety of vintage, old,
crappy analog keyboards, plus the
Moog, then applied his artful guitar

licks one little dab at a time. The trick,
he says, is not to do too much: “l add
guitar tracks, but not all the way
through like | used to do. | try to make
it sparse, using different parts on the
chorus or bridge or something.”

Heavy Psyche’s mind-melting gui-
tar sounds emit primarily from
Glass'’s two trusty Gibson SG's, run
through a huge assortment of effects
pedals and, more crucially, a variety
of classic old amplifiers. “I usually
play the same guitars,” he says, “al-
though there’s a few tracks where |
play a Fender Jazzmaster. But the
main thing is, | change amps a lot. |
record with a small Vox, or a Twin Re-
verb on some tracks, a Marshall 50-
watt or Marshall 100-watt. And then
all these pedals—I have a fuzz-wah, a
fuzz-phase, a Fuzz Factory ... ”

Heavy Psyche seems to reference

a virtual encyclopedia of hard-rock
and psychedelic sounds without ever
slavishly imitating any of them. That's
because when Glass was originally
just another punk-rock kid frying in
Southern California, his ears were al-
ways on the horizon.

“I grew up skateboarding and
playing in garage bands and getting
all excited and sweaty,” he recalls.
“We were playing, like, Black Flag and
Sex Pistols and the Clash. We got to
write our own songs, just loud guitars
and drums and kids having fun. And
then we got more involved with buying
records and getting seriously into
music. In your high-school-punk
teenage years, you grow up and dis-
cover Hendrix and Sabbath and Cap-
tain Beyond and 13th Floor Elevators,

Stooges, MC5. We started to listen to
stuff like Gong and Amon Diiiil, and
it's like you start listening to things
and trying to make music not as abra-
sive. You're like, ‘Wow, how do | get
that sound?” Turns out it's dynamics,
that’s what it is—it's dynamic.”

It’s also having an imagination for
the possibilities of sound. On the gos-
samer-pastoral outro to Heavy Psy-
che’s “The Other Side,” behind Glass’s
SG twining though a Twin Reverb amp
with a phaser pedal, he mixed in the
actual sound of Saturn’s rings, as cap-
tured by the space probe Cassini. “|
got that from NASA,” he laughs. “It's
pretty cool. | was like, ‘Wow, man,
that’s actually the sound of Saturn’s
rings.” Spooky!”

So while you're gazing at the stars
with the headphones on, banging your
skull to Nebula against imaginary

‘It’s been a musician’s tool since the beginning of time,’ says Eddie Glass. T
‘Every generation of musicians, from Django Reinhardt, jazz musicians,
to reggae, to the Doors, punk rock-everybody smoked weed.

- & (ES BACK IN THE usa

galaxies far, far away in another time
long, long ago, you may consider the
option of enhancing the experience by
bangin’ ye olde bong. Nebula did, and
dig what they heard.

“It's been a musician’s tool since
the beginning of time,” says Glass.
“Every generation of musicians, from
Django Reinhardt, jazz musicians, to
reggae, to the Doors, punk rock—
everybody smoked weed.

“Speaking strictly as a musician,
it’s cool: It helps you forget about
problems and just concentrate on gui-
tar playing and getting really involved
with the music. It's a good tool for
music. | wouldn’t want to be stoned
and do my taxes,” he adds, “but it's no
problem getting stoned and playing
my guitar for a couple of hours.” s
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InNeR EIIIEI'S RGALITY CHeCK

The band that gave us ‘Bad Boys’ goes back to their roots. By Chris Simunek

“If Michael Jackson smoked weed, he’d still be
alive today!” declares lan Lewis as Inner Circle
arrives at the HIGH TIMES offices, a little red-eyed
after their flight from Miami.

Though known primarily for their 1987
crossover hit “Bad Boys,” which was used as
the theme song for the television show COPS,
Inner Circle had a long career before someone
at the Fox network thought that armchair Amer-
ica might find it entertaining to sit and watch
people getting arrested while they ate dinner.
lan, along with his brother Roger, formed Inner
Circle in Kingston, Jamaica, in the late "60s
while the two were still in high school. In the
"70s, they teamed up with the inimitable roots
singer Jacob Miller, creating a string of memo-
rable hits that included the classic “Tenement
Yard.” (If you want to see this lineup in its prime,
track down a copy of the seminal 1978 Jamaican
reggae movie Rockers, as their performance of
this number is the film'’s highlight.) Miller died
in a car accident in 1980, right before the band
was to embark on an American tour supporting
Bob Marley and the Wailers, but Inner Circle re-
grouped a few years later in Miami and has
since kept the core band of the Lewis brothers
on bass and guitar and Bernard “Touter” Harvey
on keyboards. Their studio, Circle House, has
recorded the likes of Alicia Keys, Mariah Carey,
Lauryn Hill and P. Diddy.

Considering that their biggest hit is synony-
mous in this country with getting busted, | ask
them about the police in Jamaica.

“The police only deal with weed on two lev-
els,” Roger explains: “big-money level, or if they
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want to harass you. In Jamaica, them don’t need
no probable cause.”

“Sometimes, the police put up their own
roadblock,” lan adds. “They want some money.
There was a Canadian man went back to Canada
and said Jamaica has the best system he ever
seen, Where you pay for your ticket right on the
road! Ya have to understand something: The po-
lice in Jamaica, their pay is very small, so in a
day, if he can hit five, six people ... every man
have to survive.”

It's no surprise, for a band who made their
name in the highly competitive Jamaican music in-
dustry of the mid-"70s, that marijuana was an ever-
present ingredient in their recording sessions.

“In Jamaica, the man used to say: ‘The vibe is
nice and the studio cloudy,”” lan remembers. “The
studio was cloudy because before any session, a
man would light the chalice and set the vibes in
the air. That's the blessing. A lot of people say it
lowers sperm count—I can tell you about 200 of
my dread friends have about a million kids, so |
don’t know which doctor they talking to.”

One of the high points of Inner Circle’s career
was their show at the One Love Peace Concert in
1978, wherein Bob Marley attempted to bring to-
gether Jamaica’s two warring political factions,
the socialist People’s National Party, headed by
Michael Manley, and the conservative Jamaican
Labor Party, headed by Edward Seaga. The event
was actually the brainchild of two rival gangsters
who acted as a ghetto paramilitary force for the
two factions, Bucky Marshall (PNP) and Claudie
Massop (JLP).

“There are two incidents that happened that

‘In Jamaica, the man
used to say: “The vibe
is nice and the studio

cloudy,” Ian remem-

bers. ‘The studio was
cloudy because before
any session, a man
would light the chalice
and set the vibes in the

air. That’s the blessing.

night that were very powerful, and
they weren't planned,” Touter re-
members. “The first incident hap-
pened onstage with us. We were
playing this song, ‘Peace Treaty
Special,” and in the middle of it,
Jacob started calling up all these
[rival gangsters] who, a few
months before, these people
would kill each other. But they all
come together onstage with
Jakes. And the second incident was with Bob,
after he call [Manley and Seagal to the stage at
the same time. It was really electrifying.”

Honoring the 30th anniversary of Jacob Miller’s
death, Inner Circle got together with friends
Damian and Stephen Marley, Junior Reid, Luciano,
Slightly Stoopid and Rasta poet Mutabaruka to cre-
ate an old-fashioned roots album that would ad-
dress such global issues as violence, poverty and
hypocrisy. When | ask them about State of da World,
they insist that | play the first track. | pop it into the
CD player, cue it to “Interlude” and listen as Muta-
baruka declares, over a soundscape of keyboards,
chaos and bullets:

“Look at the world today, what can we really
say? Children going astray, where will they play?
When leaders fight for power, the clock is ticking,
who knows the hour? Politicians playing a silly
game, religious leaders doing the same. Now the
people is to blame, fan the flame, fan the flame.
People of the world caught between death and de-
struction, caught between politics and religion ...
we need a reality check!”

For Roger, reggae music and the quest for so-
cial justice are one and the same. “Rebel music,
reggae music, freedom, freedom, freedom!” he
proclaims. “That’s all our cry, from Marcus Gar-
vey to ska, of our admission into the human fam-
ily—because we have always felt and been
treated like we have never been part of the
human family. The blacker you are, the more
worthless you are; the lighter you are—the estab-
lishment and the status quo, you can get a good
choice. To me, we have made great strides. At
least now, when a man in America cannot deny
that education is the biggest criteria to put him-
self forward and skin is not to hold him back—
Barack Obama; if you are educated and you can
conduct yourself, you can go to the highest office
of the land. So things have changed.” s

BRIAN JAHN
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Atlanta retro-rockers Gringo Star have certainly faced their share of minor
tribulations along the dusty, weed-fueled path to underground success. In
fact, right before reaching the HIGH TIMES office, the free-spirited multi-in-
strumentalists got pulled over upon entering New York City. It seems the bo-
hemian Southerners innocently made an illegal right turn at a midtown red
light. Luckily, they were able to weasel their way out of the traffic ticket—es-
pecially since, moments earlier, they had cooked up some weed and had to
hide the pungent fumes with a few timely cigarettes.

Nick Furgiuele, who formed Gringo Star with his younger brother Pete
and his best friend, Pete De Lorenzo, recalls a few other close encounters
with the law: “Once, | drove overnight from New Orleans to Texas. Then, Matt
[McCalvin, recruited to fill out the lineup] took over driving at 9 a.m. and got
pulled over immediately by two George W. Bush look-alikes. They were defi-
ant cowboys asking if we were doing drugs. They searched and spilled shit,
found a cup with discarded peanut shells, opened our cooler with the rotten
food—but didn’t find the weed stored in it.”

The cops ultimately let "'em go, but not before threatening to get search dogs.

There was also the time they got busted on the streets of Hollywood, out-
side an Interpol concert. “We circled the block looking for a parking space,”
Nick says. “We got pulled over, and the cops said the van smelled like weed.”

Pete De Lorenzo adds, “The cops told us we were in a high transvestite
and prostitute area. They went into the van with searchlights looking for
prostitutes, but it started raining, so they left.”

Finally, Nick harks back to the time they were pulled over in Little Rock,
AR, by an overeager cop working as a part-time musician. “They said we had a
cracked windshield,” he says. “The cop looked inside the vehicle, saw the instru-
ment cases and said, ‘I play in a classic-rock cover band.” He tried to relate to the
music. Then he looked me in the eye and goes, ‘You got pot in this car?’ | said no.
They searched, but if you deny it until the end, they usually say, ‘Screw it!"”

When Gringo Star’s foursome aren’t getting hassled for minor offenses,
they're delivering some of the finest melodic rock you're likely to come
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Gringo Star get high
with a little help
from their friends at
HIGH TIMES.

across. Their eclectic blockbuster debut, All Y'all, collects a baker’s dozen of
the egalitarian ensemble’s favorite numbers, including a punk-thrashed ver-
sion of Lee Hazelwood’s “Rebel Kind.”

Though time-honored "60s relics such as the Animals, Kinks and Beatles
come to mind when perusing All Yall, the Furgiuelles & Co. also have a soft
spot for the rhythm-and-blues artists of yesteryear, extending beyond the ob-
vious choices like Motown and Stax. Perhaps that’s due to their grandfather,
Ed “Dr. Jive” Mendel, a well-respected Georgia DJ who went on to promote
high-profile live shows at Columbus Municipal Auditorium during the 1960s.

Pete Furgiuelle confides: “My grandfather was a big promoter of rhythm
and blues. He started out as a disc jockey, opened a few record shops and
managed bands. He knew Sam Cooke, Otis Redding, James Brown and
Jackie Wilson.”

According to Pete, Aretha Franklin once fell off the stage drunk and tried
to sue Mendel.

Once our conversation is done, | offer to drive the band downtown, back to
where their van is parked, right outside the night’s venue.

It's a compact Manhattan club called Pianos, and it’s filled to capacity for
Gringo Star’s 50-minute set highlighting All Y’all’s best tracks alongside a few
well-chosen earlier songs. Pete De Lorenzo, who's been sick all day (and
missed our interview session), steps up first with a restive “I Will Not Follow,”
then heads for the drums as McCalvin goes from second guitar to singer-pi-
anist on the edgy “No Man.” Nick takes over for a few Brit-accented power-
pop numbers before younger sibling Pete serves up the searing ax-burner
“Up and Down.”

When they finally return to Atlanta, the Furgiuelles are looking forward to
celebrating their homecoming with some Shishkaberry, a smooth and fruity
marijuana strain that’s seemingly all the rage in Georgia these days.

“Yeah, we’ll likely be hitting it, all right,” De Lorenzo confirms.

Such is life these days for a struggling American band traveling the
crowded highways in a hazy, smoke-filled van. s

BRIAN JAHN



EXPERIENCE

Quantum Cannabis™!

S_—
"This is the "You could only
highest lI've dream or pray
ever felt!" for this!"
. uﬁa, R EET . Kﬂty, Hawaii
“Experience a Quantum High!”

FREE SAMPLES
Hitmansite.com/psychoactives




gk ..i-,_ ‘-
NG

-~ JAY REATARD
" WatchMeFall
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! Memphis’s Jay Reatard has

been in about eight million
\ ‘ﬁ":'s;- bands, including the legendary Reatards,
- -;gj;ﬁ: which he started as a teen; the synthy, New
~ " Wave garagers Lost Sounds; metal hellions
Evil Army; and the almost brutally unlisten-
) ; able Final Solutions. In 2006, Reatard went
! wi r solo with Blood Visions, the cover of which
showed him soaked in blood and wearing
what looked like a diaper. To be honest, | fig-
ured the contents of the record would be on
par with the contents of the diaper, because
by the time artists (especially those in the
w,;_. “harder” genres) get around to billing them-
2 _;‘7“' selves under their own names, they usually

by

. have run out of shit to say and people to play

; ALy

%Ew with and are basically just stroking it like
f’ e Clarence Carter—only you don’t have to tell
Tl them not to “stroke so fast,” because

h 4 L they've already slowed down to the pace at

~  which oatmeal drips from a spoon.

¥

i So | didn’t buy it, but now | will, because
- Reatard’s second full-length, Watch Me Fall,
¥ shows that he only retarded his speed while
turning up the dial on his Cap’n Crunch-y
power-pop licks, ADD-brief song structures,
- and lyrics that bleed fury and dissatisfac-
"«h_ _;‘*5 tion. Standouts include the rager “Before |
}ﬂﬂ?“

Was Caught” and the sky-blackening power
ballad “There Is No Sun.” Some of the songs
get a little same-y, and the production is un-
fortunately balls-free, but this guy can turn
any track into a heart-ripper live, so re-

g.'_: member that while you're trying to match
his stroke.—Polly Watson
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NICK CAVE

The Death of Bunny Munro

(Faber & Faber)

222 3

Twenty years have passed since
Australian alpha-punk turned
middle-aged artiste Nick Cave announced his liter-
ary aspirations with And the Ass Saw the Angel. And
if his latest novel had been made into a movie (as
originally intended), it may have been an even
longer wait. Just as well, because the lurid es-
capades of Bunny Munro, a sleazy, sex-addicted
door-to-door salesman, probably would have never
made it onto the screen in the form described here.
When his clinically depressed wife commits sui-
cide, a shell-shocked Bunny takes his withdrawn
and precocious son, Bunny Jr,, on an odyssey
across southern England, hoping to school him on
the best ways to sell and manipulate women.

Since this is Nick Cave, one shouldn’t expect
subtlety from the results. Generously ladling on
the crass sexual fantasies and cartoonish depic-
tions of suburban decadence, Nick certainly rams
home the descent-into-hell metaphor any way he
can, even providing the exploits of a devil-suit-
wearing serial killer as a counterpoint to Bunny’s
predatorial journey. It's like watching a Tex Avery
animation of a Charles Bukowski poem; the exag-
gerated surrealism of the settings makes for en-
tertaining but hardly profound reading. And
because Cave is ultimately a proud parent, pater-
nal sentiment does rear its ugly head in a climax
that bears a strong resemblance to the film All
That Jazz, albeit replacing the latter’s devastating
cynicism with an unlikely piece of redemption. Ulti-
mately, Munro is a pretty shallow (if initially in-
triguing and amusing) character, and Cave makes
a mistake in ascribing nonexistent depth to his
story.—Justin Hampton

THE ALIENS

Luna

(Birdman Records)

sl s o

Luna throws down the psyche
gauntlet from the outset with the
album’s opener, a multi-movement, 10-minute-
plus paean called “Bobby’s Song,” which sounds
like a more vibrant Moody Blues bringing a bevy of
swirling instruments to bear (including harmonica,
accordion and otherworldly keyboards) in hailing
“joking, toking, smoking Jones.”

This Scottish group features three former mem-
bers of the Beta Band, including founding guitarist
Gordon Anderson, who had to leave the band’s first
EP, when he was overtaken by demonic possession.
(Doctors suggested schizophrenia brought on by a
steady diet of hallucinogenic drugs.) Electroshock
and pharmaceuticals didn’t help Anderson, but a
pair of Christians managed to save him, and when
the Beta Band broke up five years ago, two of its
members reunited with Anderson for the Aliens’
2007 debut, Astronomy for Dogs.

This follow-up forges even bigger tapestries of
grandiose pop, fluttering psych and the kind of odd-
ball, kitchen-sink arrangements that one could ex-
pect from the Beta Band. Their joyous widescreen
aesthetic wanders among horn-abetted raves
(“Magic Man”), gets “lost inside the chasms of my
mind” on the undulating, folk-tinged epic “Billy
Jack,” and promises to get high on bright, bound-
ing, Sgt. Peppers-style Beatles pop (“Sunlamp
Show”). It’s a tour de force delivered with plenty of
melody and an unhurried, mind-expanded sense of
wonder. Luna isn’t well suited to listeners who de-
mand a strong sense of direction, but for those who
enjoy lying on their back and watching the clouds
roll by, it’s an album full of strange nooks, deep
crannies and imaginative adventure.—Chris Parker
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HIGH TIMES UNSIGNED BAND'OF THE MONFH
URBAN SUN

Urban Sun is an eight-piece New York City band that
combines elements of funk, rock and soul to create an
energetic and unforgettable live show. An Urban Sun
concert can be quite the funky ride, as the band covers
a lot of ground—everything from original tunes to
their homages to legendary influences like the Meters,
Stevie Wonder, Sly and the Family Stone, and P-Funk
(to name but a few).

Urban Sun’s grooves are skin-tight, creative,
deeply funky and highly infectious—once you hear
them, you’ll know why they’re notorious for removing
butts from their chairs. Performing since 2002, the
band has developed a strong NYC fan base, consistent-
ly packing hundreds of heads into venues like B.B.
King's, the Knitting Factory, Mercury Lounge, Sullivan
Hall and many more. Now word is spreading beyond
the five boroughs, and the band has been gaining fans
up and down the East Coast, playing solid shows and
opening for such class acts as Trombone Shorty, John-
ny Sketch, Salvador Santana and Cyril Neville,

Urban Sun is currently hard at work on the follow-
up to their 2008 studio debut, Practice Me (available
via iTunes, CDbaby and Amazon). In addition to the
funky grooves that fans have come to expect, the
album will also include an exclusive new track written
by New Orleans music legend Allen Toussaint.

For more on Urban Sun, including audio samples,
album information and tour dates, head to
hightimes.com/urbansun.

Miss February
Name: Brittany
Age: 19

City: Denver, CO
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At the 2008 Boston Freedom Rally, there was
electricity in the air. The talk of the town was
Question 2, the state’s first marijuana-decrimi-
nalization ballot initiative, and there was one
rallying cry that captured the hope and deter-
mination of everyone on the Common and rang
out over and over, loud and clear, throughout
the day: No cuffs for cannabis. When | sat in my
office the following week, editing the footage
from the rally, | could think of no more fitting
title for my potcast.

Then, on Election Day, that electricity coa-
lesced into a streak of lightning that struck bal-
lot boxes all across the great Commonwealth
of Massachusetts. Because of that resounding
victory—and because it was the rally’s 20th
anniversary—everyone knew this past Sep-
tember’s event would be one to remember. So |
was honored when MassCann president Keith
Saunders invited me back as a speaker.

Arriving in Boston late on Friday night, |
headed straight for the Middle East club in
Cambridge, where MassCann’s annual pre-
party and awards show were well underway.
There | found the usual cast of characters:
NORML founder Keith Stroup, Miss HIGH TIMES
2007 Sarah Newton, Mike Cann, rapper DJ Slim,
pop rockers Prospect Hill and, of course, my
bud-tokin’ Bostonian buddy, Danny Danko, who
immediately commandeered me to the stage.

“There you are, Bobby—just in time,” he
said. “You have to come onstage with me and
accept this award.”

“Cool .... What's the award for—Best
Media, like last year?”

“No, Best Rally Video. This award isn’t
just for HIGH TIMES—it’s for you.”

| was pretty high, so it took a moment to
sink in.

“Me?Iwon an award?!7’ | was in shock. |
don’t think I've won an award for anything since
that painting I made in art class back in junior
high. I had no idea I'd even been nominated, so |
was quite surprised and humbled. To celebrate,
a few of us slipped away to an apartment down
the street for a private pre-party post-party.

We showed up at the rally around noon the
next day, unloaded the car and got to work at
the HIGH TIMES booth. My first speaking slot
was at 2:40 p.m., at the landmark Parkman
Bandstand (a.k.a. the Stingray Body Art Second
Stage) on the eastern side of the Common. |
spent about 10 minutes talking to the small
crowd, promoting our latest podcasts and
events, before turning the stage over to rally
veteran Dave Tree and his band, Superpower.
But the slot | was looking forward to most was
introducing 2009 Doobie Award winners Grave-

= BY BOBBY BLACK

Passin’ the mic to MJ Radio’s Paul Saurini.

yard BBQ just after 4:20 on the main stage.
Unfortunately, that didn’t work out quite as
planned: With a late start and the last-minute
addition of rapper Styles P to the roster (thanks
in part to Danny and myself), the day’s sched-
ule was thrown off, and before | could get to the
stage, the BBQ had already started cooking. So
instead, | got to introduce my friend Paul Sauri-
ni, producer of Marijuana Radio—after | had my
own moment in the spotlight, that is.

“When | stood on this stage one year ago,
there was a question on everyone’s minds,” |
shouted. “That was Question 2. Well, guess
what? We got our answer, and thanks to all of
you—thanks to your passion, your determina-
tion—nobody here has to go to jail today!” As
the 30,000-strong sea of stonerdom before me
let out a thunderous cheer, | was simultane-
ously filled with great pride, humility and exhil-
aration. It was truly awesome.

After the rally, we walked over to the
Boston Tea Party—the private VIP smoke-out
held in an undisclosed loft space. There, the
day’s organizers, speakers and performers
kicked back and celebrated a job well done
with—well, with shit-tons of weed, what else?
There were also some delicious tainted treats
being circulated, including powerfully peanutty
canna-butter cups that laid some of us out cold
by the end of the night.

| awoke from my cannabis coma the next
morning in a panic, realizing that | was late for
a very special appointment—I was meeting my
HT colleagues for a barbecue brunch at the
home of a true icon of the marijuana move-
ment, Dr. Lester Grinspoon. I'd met the good
doctor briefly the day before, and he’d invited
us to visit him and his wife Betsy at their beau-
tiful home in Wellesley. To my amazement,
when I finally got there, he seemed as excited
to meet me as | was to meet him—even telling
me that he found the column I'd written about
meeting his son David in Amsterdam (“Smokin’
with Dr. G,” HT Oct. '09) to be one of the most
well-written articles he’d read in HIGH TIMES
in a while. Despite everything else I'd experi-
enced that weekend—all the cannabis I'd con-
sumed, the people I'd partied with, the cool
trophy I'd been awarded, even the adoring roar
of the crowd—it was the warmth and praise of
this brilliant, soft-spoken scholar that gave me
the greatest high. Thanks, doc ... and thank you,
stoners of Boston.

PAUL SAURINI/ MARIJUANARADIO.COM
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> » Joel Tornabene was the fearless
_ protester placing flowers in rifie
) ) barrels in this legendary photo.

er-Joel

The ultimate prankster pranks all with tales of his Mafia heritage. By Paul Krassner

In my 1993 autobiography, Confessions of a Rav-
ing, Unconfined Nut: Misadventures in the Coun-
terculture, | described Joel Tornabene as “an
unheralded Yippie organizer known as Super-
Joel. His grandfather was Mafia boss Sam Gian-
cana.” But Super-Joel had dropped out of the
family business; instead, he let his hair grow
long and distributed LSD.

The intelligence division of the Chicago
Police Department warned Giancana that
Super-Joel shouldn’t hang around with me. The
cops were telling the Mafia that / was a bad
influence. It could’ve been worse: The FBI had
planned to “neutralize” comedian/activist Dick
Gregory by alerting the Mafia to his verbal
attacks on the crime syndicate.

Super-Joel once told me: “If it wasn’t for
acid, | with my Sicilian ancestry and you with
your Jewish ancestry, we would never have
become such close friends.” And he kissed me
on the forehead. But that was okay—it meant
love now, not murder.

After he was arrested during the 1968
counter-convention, | wrote that “Super-Joel’s
indictment was dropped when an attorney for
Giancana managed to persuade them that not
only did Super-Joel come from ‘a socially
prominent family’” in Chicago, he was also men-
tally incompetent to stand trial.”

But then, in 2006, | learned from Joel’s sister
Fran that “our grandfathers were a Sicilian doc-
tor and a Norwegian-Irish carpenter. | can’t
imagine how anyone would actually believe that
Giancana relationship.” | apologized “for passing
on false information.”

Fran replied: “I think that Joel must have had
quite a good time with the ‘Giancana connection’
hoax. | was first made aware of this story after
his death in Mexico in 1993. His attorney came to
Chicago to meet with my mother and our family.
He seemed to be quite surprised to see a simple
middle-class family home in Franklin Park,
rather than a River Forest Mafia compound.

“I wasn’t aware of the extent of this story
until [rock drummer] Prairie Prince, who | know
Joel was close to for years, asked me a few years
ago which side of the family was Giancana. Since
then, I've seen your tale regarding his being
moved to the ‘unindicted co-conspirator’ list due
to the ‘grandfather connection.”

I’'m embarrassed to admit that | believed this
story simply because Joel was extremely con-
vincing when he told it to me. | was a profession-
al prankster who got pranked himself. And I'm
not the only one who was fooled. In a radio inter-
view, Tom Waits was asked, “Who’s Joel Torn-
abene?” And he answered: “He’s in the concrete
biz. Mob guy. He was the grandson of Sam Gian-
cana from Chicago. He did some yard work for
me, and | hung out with him most of the time. He
died in Mexico about five years ago. He was a
good friend of [producer/composer] Hal Wilner,
and he was a good guy. He had an errant—I|
don’t know how to put this—he used to go
around, and when he saw something he liked in
somebody’s yard, he would go back that night
with a shovel, dig it up and plant it in your yard.

“We used to get a kick out of that. So |
stopped saying, ‘I really like that rosebush, |
really like that banana tree, | really like that
palm,” because | knew what it meant. He came
over once with twelve chickens as a gift. My wife
said, ‘Joel, don’t even turn the car off. Turn that
car around and take those chickens back where
you found them.” He was a good friend—one of
the wildest guys I've ever known.”

Waits has since written a song— “How’s It
Gonna End,” on his album Real Gone—that
includes this lyric: “Joel Tornabene lies broken
on the wheel .... " s

Krassner the Luddite has finally dived into the
new media. The above is excerpted from an
expanded digital edition of Confessions of a Rav-
ing, Unconfined Nut. For details, check out
paulkrassner.com.




The Official Stash Jar
Only 420 Exist!

For the fourth year in a row, 420 Science is offering a Limited-Edition
Cannabis Cup Jar, We only made 420 of these jars featuring the
Smuggler's Plane logo of the 22nd annual Cannabis Cup.

Order yours online at 420Science.com while they last. 420 Jars won
the High Times Stash Award for Best Storage, 50 you know these jars
are designed to keep your stash fresh,

And be sure to pick up a 420 Scope - the #1 handheld microscope in
the industry, Use it to check out the trichomes and compare different
strains; it's truly an essential tool for cannabis enthusiasts.

) 4 F*CKS YOU UP

STRONGEST ABSINTHE IN THE WORLD

THE BEST GIFT YOU'LL EVER GIVE OR GET HighOnAbsinthe.com 1 800 317 2175 ‘
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A healthy specimen of
Bubblicious from Resin
Seeds. Grown hy Mike
with Kush Caregivers.
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For years, California struggled alone to maintain a viable program of access to medical marijuana for patients in need. But now
Colorado has entered the fray. Demonstrating resolve and unity, the Rocky Mountain State is moving forward vigorously to
ensure that its flourishing dispensary scene continues to bloom. Story & photes by Dan Skye

In the long struggle to free the cannabis plant, there have been few
watershed moments. Most of our time has been spent ba&tllng leg|shto|'§ worst—for thousands of patients in the state.

and law enforcement and counterlng the gpvernl'ﬂﬂnt-f nded propaganda
machine that soils the best effms of activists. Victories like the passage
of Pr sitﬂm&uﬁcmforma which paved the Way for patients to ac-

T ,.qutre 3 s medicine, have beenq;ew and far between. And when

politicians have off red statemenfs-of support—such as Obamq S recent Y

declaration that federal authorities will be easing their war on medlcal
mar1|uana—they have proven to be little more than pputlcal posturmg
;The recent raids on Southern California dlspensarles. carried out with the
blessmgs of the DEA, have borne this out.

Occasmnally. however, an authentlc moment of chanLge occurs. For Col— :

. orado, that moment came in July 2009, when hundreds of qulcal-man- :
~ juana patlents and a vlstssl“o\é'vqgup tq.attend a state Board of Health

hearlng' on the question trt.wh et‘l'td Limit medlcal-marljdana suppllers to:
heiplng only five patle sata time. Obwousw, if such a prc,)fosal.]p"assecﬂI

u

£ i sr[nultineo ‘

safe access to medicine would be made difficult at best—and impossible at

Colorado passed Amendment 20, which cleared the way for legal med-
ical marijuana, way back in the 2000 election. However, state residents
wqe_-sl'oitt'rsh about implementing a program, and the Bush administration

~ quickly proved to be no friend of cannabis, so the few dispensaries that did
eX|st operated quietly and out of sight. But over the past year, a seismic

‘ '- hltt has occurred. Perhaps heartened by the promise of a supposedly

kmder. gentler Obama adrmnlstratlon. good news is always met witha
’walt and see" attitude., Colorado suddenly became the new hotbed for
medical maruuana At the begmmng of 2009, only 5,000 Coloradans had ap-
plied to the state registry of patlents over the precedmg nine-year span.
But by July, that number had' more than doubled—and there were predi '. :
tions that hy the end of the year, ihe mtal number.of reglstered medical-
mar{juana use woqq._exceed 15, 000‘ Tlteﬁilspengary scene exploded

CREi
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So when the state Board of Health made over-
tures on curbing the phenomenon, the Colorado
medical-marijuana community showed up in force
to protest. The result? After 12 hours of testi-
mony—with some of the most persuasive state-
ments coming from war veterans—the proposal
was rejected. Fiscally sound government was also
a factor in the decision: Citing the nationwide re-
cession, the state health department’s chief med-
ical officer, Ned Calonge, expressed concern about
using state funds to regulate medical marijuana at
the expense of other public-health programs.

Since July, there have been other triumphs as
well. Jason Lauve, a patient who uses cannabis for
the severe pain he suffers as the result of a skiing
accident, was charged with felony possession of 34
ounces of pot. Colorado’s medical-marijuana law

36 HIGHTINE

= well onits way

Attorney

states that a patient
Rob Corry. P

may be in possession
of only six plants and
two ounces; but
Lauve was sifting his
plants for trichomes
to be ingested with
food, and the law also
stipulates: “For quan-
tities of marijuanain
excess of these
amounts, a patient or
his or her primary
care-giver may raise
as an affirmative de-
fense ... that such

Coloradois

tO becoming greater an.wunts
- were medically nec-
d me“d“:al' essary to address the
marijuana patient’s debilitating
superpower_ medical condition.”

Lauve’s attorney,

Rob Corry, who has
been at the forefront of medical-marijuana legal
battles in the state, argued brilliantly that this
was exactly Jason’s case, making it clear that the
burden of proof doesn't lie with the patient;
rather, it is the state’s responsibility to prove that
the amount of medicine a patient possesses is
excessive. Jason was acquitted of all charges in
August. Jury members told the media that Jason
could have had “a ton” of pot and they still would
have voted to acquit him.

Corry is also handling the appeal of Stacy

Clendenin, who was convicted in 2006 of felony

Colorado dispensaries struggle to keep up with the demand for good medicine.

iy I

B it e T ! : ' ol

possession and distribution of marijuana. Why? As
a caregiver, she had never met the patients for
whom she was providing medicine. In his opening
brief, Corry wrote: “An analogy is a pharmacist
who dispenses medicine manufactured by a drug
company: there is no need for the individuals who
produce the medicine at a drug company far away
to personally meet the patients who ultimately
use the medicine. Any contrary rule unreasonably
restricts a beneficial, life-saving medicine from
those who need it to survive but who are incapable
of producing it on their own, and unreasonably
punishes those like Ms. Clendenin who gener-
ously help suffering people.”

There’s little doubt that of all the outstanding
questions on the medical-marijuana scene, it's the
dispensaries that have politicians most perplexed.
California is proof of that: Scores of communities in
the state have imposed zoning laws to stem their
proliferation—the NIMBY (“not in my backyard”)
mind-set in action. But at present, the dispensary
scene in Colorado is still growing. Attorney Rob
Corry once again cites state law, which clearly as-
serts that “No person, including a patient or pri-
mary care-giver, shall be entitled to the protection
... for his or her acquisition, possession, manufac-
ture, production, use, sale, distribution, dispensing,
or transportation of marijuana for any use other
than medical use.” As Corry points out, “The term
‘dispensing’ certainly implies that a dispensary
would be the logical place to dispense medicine.”

As 2010 gets underway, Colorado is well on
its way to becoming a medical-marijuana super-
power, with at least 100 to 150 dispensaries ex-
pected to be up and running by the end of 2009.
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Andy Orr and Todd Young-efiB 0l Ider's Therapeutic Compassion Club.

But the boom hasn’t occurred without a few
problematic questions cropping up, the most glar-
ing one being: “Where is all this pot coming from?”

It's a question that Todd Young and Andy Orr
must address. They're co-owners of the Therapeu-
tic Compassion Club in Boulder. Todd and Andy
scrupulously follow state law to the letter and
maintain a very strict membership (referral only)
in order to maintain security while at the same
time providing everyone with their proper share of
medicine. “We have a limited supply of medicine,
and we can only handle our patients,” Todd says.
“Otherwise, we’'d be forced to go to the black mar-
ket, and so would our patients.”

Ernie Travis of Boulder Vital Herbs has barely
been able to keep up with his new clientele, which
has grown exponentially via word of mouth. “My

40 HGHTINE

biggest challenge has
been keeping meds on
the shelf,” he says.
“When | started this
business, | could only
legally grow 24 plants,
so | had to buy a lot of
my meds. Now that
P people have gotten to
- know me, they’'ve
\ Q : made me their care-
- A / giver. So | can now

grow more. Right now, it's my No. 1 stress. The
other challenge is dealing with all the misinforma-
tion out there. | spend way more time explaining
laws than | do explaining different strains.”

Truth be told, dispensaries that shade the
truth in order to keep their profit margins high
spread much of the misinformation. Kathleen
Chippi, who runs One Brown Mouse in Nederland,
gets downright angry when patients come into her
store and tell her about dispensaries who have in-
formed them that, in order to purchase medicine,
these patients must sign exclusive agreements
naming the dispensary as their primary caregiver.

“It's a blatant lie,” Kathleen fumes. “Patients
can go anywhere they want. It’s ridiculous that
people are being told that they need a member-
shipin order to buy medicine.”

Kathleen
“. ‘Ch'pi of
- One
: ? Brawn
- Mouse;,

A half-million
cheesecakes
sold—and

counting!

THE CHEESECAKE LADY

When you’ve sold nearly half a million me-
dicinal mini-cheesecakes over the course of
adecade, it’s pretty clear that you've earned
the name of “Cheesecake Lady.” Jessica
LeRoux calls it her nom de tour (as opposed
to nom de guerre), because she’s a self-de-
scribed rock’n’roll fanatic and a fixture on
the music-festival circuit. In fact, Jessica’s
got a fan base all her own, because she was
baking up a storm long before the legaliza-
tion curve hit Colorado.

“I'm already providing over a dozen dis-
pensaries with my products,” she says, “and
I've got about nine more on the waiting list.”

It’s pretty clear why the Cheesecake
Lady is in demand: Her treats are beyond
delectable. The cheesecakes come in a vari-
ety of flavors—peanut butter, chocolate,
blueberry, caramel, raspberry, chocolate
chip, plus combinations of each—and she
also produces 10 different flavors of
cannabis-laced chocolates that will rock
anybody’s world. Her secret is making sure
that the potency is uniform in every treat she
makes. Of course, tastiness is a key factor,
but she seems to have already mastered
that requirement.

“My business has grown astronomically,”
Jessica says, “and at last I've found a com-
mercial kitchen that isn’t scared of a baker
who uses one very special ingredient. ”

Over the past Christmas season, the
Cheesecake Lady donated hundreds of treats
to a benefit for indigent Colorado patients, in
order that those on fixed incomes could enjoy
the holidays properly as well. She is also
adamant about selling her products only to
dispensaries that operate their business
with a moral compass.

“I've gone into places where | see prices
of $90 an eighth,” she says. “l just turn
around and walk out. This is medicine—it’s
not a commodity to get rich.”
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PATIENTS’ CHOICE AWWARD WINNERS

Last fall, the Colorado medical community gathered to judge the high
L ¥ point of Rocky Mountain State buds. At the Oriental Theater in down-
town Denver, private growers and dispensaries offered up 25 prime
specimens of Colorado’s finest to be judged by registered medical

patients. Crunchberry, an indoor indica grown in soil at 8,500
feet, ran away with the top prize. Grand Valley Co-op took top
honors for Crunchberry, and also took second and third place

Bruce Banner. Organically
grown in soil, indoors
at 8,785 feet.

with entries of Bruce Banner and Hawaiian Indica.

Crunchberry. Organically
grown in soil, indoors
at 8,497 feet.

Hawaiian Indica.
Organically grown in soil,
indoors at 8,785 feet.

Even worse is the fact that some dispensaries
are engaging in downright unscrupulous prac-
tices. Jacob Lill of Medical Cannabis Colorado
LLC in Denver lays it out: “Charging $70 to $90
for an eighth is wrong! Kifing the medicine and
then selling the kif separately is wrong! Being un-
reliable, lazy, and ignoring people who are trust-
ing you is wrong! There are many who are getting
involved in this industry with no experience and
are motivated only by money—and it's wrong!”

So Jason has tried to make things right. He
offers some of the best and cheapest med-pot in
the state, high-quality medicine at the lowest
possible price: $35 for an eighth, including tax.
His dispensary also provides resources and serv-
ices, including holistic healing such as massage
therapy and energy work, pain-management sup-
port groups, counseling, addiction support
groups and a variety of classes.

Says Mark Rose, who runs Grateful Meds in
Nederland: “The fact is, people are still scared
after 70 years of propaganda. For a lot of people,
registering as a medical-marijuana patient is a big
step. Many of the dispensary owners who have
rushed to open are only looking at the short term;
they're in it for the big bucks now. But give it
time—the best dispensaries will make themselves
known, and people will gravitate toward them.”

Dispensary owners are cautiously optimistic
about the federal government’s interest in the
burgeoning Colorado scene. Many seem to believe
that if they assiduously comply with state stan-
dards, the Feds won't target them. Of course, that
flies in the face of last summer’s raids in San
Diego and Los Angeles. The mainstream media
has been quick to tag the Colorado med-pot boom
as “the new Wild West,” but that’s wholly inaccu-
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Mark Rnsé of
Grateful Meds.

“The best dispensaries
will make themselves
known, and people will
gravitate toward them.

rate: The dispensaries do want standards, but no
one can agree upon exactly what they should be.
Recently in Longmont, CO, a meeting of dis-
pensary owners and others involved in the med-
ical-marijuana industry made it clear that
hammering out a viable system will take consid-
erable patience. Proposals were put before the
group that would prevent dispensaries from
opening near day-care centers or schools; signs
displaying pot leaves would also be prohibited.

Many in attendance objected, calling the propos-
als nothing more than a modern form of reefer
madness that demonized a particular type of
medicine for no good reason.

Hardcore activists are more resistant, taking
even the current Colorado law to task. “Why
should medicine be restricted this way?” asked
one dispensary owner following the meeting.
“You don’t need a doctor’s recommendation to
buy Advil or Tylenol. Too much aspirin can kill
you, but cannabis won't—are there restrictions
on drugstores? Pharmacies don’t worry about
schoolchildren, and the stuff behind their coun-
ters can be absolutely toxic. Why should we try to
regulate ourselves in this way? We're only hurt-
ing ourselves by predefining our industry’s prod-
ucts as something harmful.”

In the meantime, the Colorado “green rush”
continues, with entrepreneurs pouring into the
state to take advantage of the new financial op-
portunities. Considering our ailing economy, with
the real-estate, banking and construction sectors
currently in the tank, there are few industries that
offer such high hopes for liquidity. Still, nobody
likes fast-buck artists making their dough on the
backs of medical patients.

Right now, the best solution for creating and
maintaining a viable system for safe access—one
that truly addresses those who need the medi-
cine—comes from Rob Corry. It's an idea that
should be embraced by everyone who wishes to
see medical marijuana become a reality.

“It’s time to pull ourselves together,” Corry
says. “The more patients, providers, growers and
industry people we can pull together, the
stronger our voting bloc will be for the future.”
That way, he adds, “we cannot be ignored.” sk
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locking system, hydraulic HEIN
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CloneanaGro 1 2
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Complete 12 plant aeroponic system

get ready for
the Indoor
growing season
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he War on Weed is over,
somewhat, in some ways, for
some of us, in some of the

- country—so how do you grow
Cannabis sativa without

reaking the law? :

By David Bienenstock
Photos by Danny Danko
r
Have you ever dreamed of growing completely legal
cannabis, in a lush garden next to your house, with-
out worrying about nosy neighbors, the local sheriff '
or even the DEA? Would you enjoy starting your day
by walking barefoot through your own private, state- r
anctioned medical-marijuana garden, calmly wa-
ering your 10-foot-tall Jack Herer plants while the 4
morning sun glistens off the thick coat of resin cov-
ering the uppermost buds?
Naturally, you allow yourself to indulge in that
“kind of pleasant daydreaming every now and again,
but it’s just the stuff of fantasy, right? The part in the
movie where Tommy Chong wakes up from his hazy
stupor and discovers that the local drug task force
has just taken his prized plant hostage so they can
secretly smoke it themselves, or some such. Only
here’s the thing: Cultivating legal pot is no longer a
fantasy, a pipe dream or even a wonderful future in-
evitability still just out of reach. ¥

In 14 states (and growing), medical marijuana al-
ready enjoys some level of official legal protection,
and most pot pundits point to last November’s presi-
dential election as the biggest tipping point in Mary ‘
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Jane’s favor since voters approved Proposition 215 ,/
in 1996—a ballot initiative that made California the ‘..
first state to protect medical-marijuana patients,
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growers and providers. * Void where pI'OhibitEd B, S w
For 12 years following the passage of Prop. 215, ’ = - - b 4
as state after state boldly followed California’s Federal restrictions still apply, -
lead, the federal government steadfastly refused to but will not be enforced unless _.ft -

recognize any law approving marijuana use of any

kind. In fact, during both the Bill Clinton and George You SomEhOW piSS 0ff the authorit S’
W. Bush administrations, this discrepancy led to (8] § just get unlut:kv. L4
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This mixed-used garden includes cannabis,
fruits, vegetables, salad greens and companion
plants designed to attract beneficial insects.
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prosecution of those fully in compliance with state law. For ex%le, )]
Raich v. Ashcroft, the federal government went all the way to the Supreme
Court in order to affirm its right to arrest a woman suffering from fi-
bromyalgia, endometriosis, scoliosis, asthma and an inoperable brain
tumor, all because she grew her own marijuana, on her own property, and
consumed it entirely herself—on the recommendation of her doctor, and in
complete compliance with California state law.

With the election of Barack Obama, that policy changed. Asked on the
campaign trail for his position, Obama called medical marijuana “entirely
appropriate” and promised an end to DEA raids of medical-cannabis

- providers in states with laws protecting them. But just two days after
Obama'’s historic inauguration, the DEA raided a medical-marijuana dispen-
sary in South Lake Tahoe, CA. Two weeks later, the DEA raided another Cal-
ifornia dispensary, this time on the very day that Eric Holder, the new US
attorney general, took office. In both instances, the raids appeared timed to
embarrass the new administration into maintaining the status quo.

In response, the medical-marijuana community—highly organized after
decades of struggle, oppression and resistance—made its voice heard in

44 ... Washington. Following a public outcry, Holder—freshly minted as the
“highest” law-enforcement officer in the land—reaffirmed the new admin-
istration’s hands-off policy on medicinal pot. Asked if the post-inauguration
medical-marijuana raids would continue, the attorney general of the United
States said, “No. What the president said during the campaign ... is now

Growing medicinal-grade
cannabis includes drying,
trimming and curing your
herh properly.
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American policy.” On October19th of last year, the administration followed
up in writing, sending a memo to US Attorneys affirming that while mari-
juana remains illegal at the federal level, and prosecution of black market
marijuana would continue, the Justice Department “should not focus fed-
eral resources in your States on individuals whose actions are in clear and i
unambiguous compliance with existing state laws providing for the medical
use of marijuana.” g

So there you have it: If your state allows you to grow, smoke or even dis- 5
tribute medical marijuana, the big bad Feds have vowed to respect those ¥
laws. But a few questions remain: How exactly do | follow state law? What |
about local ordinances? And what if the cops decide to'bust me anyway?

All valid concerns. The chart on page 50 offers a broad overview of ¢
medical-marijuana laws state by state, including any limits on the amount
of dried cannabis or living plants you can lawfully possess. More informa- \ ‘-
tion, including local ordinances, can be found online at safeaccessnow.org,
by contacting your state, county or municipal government directly, or by
contacting a knowledgeable attorney in your area.

As you can imagine, though, in an area of the law this new and this
controversial, there have been many skirmishes back and forth, not
only between state governments and the Feds, but also between local
and state governments. San Diego County actually sued the State of Cal-
ifornia in an attempt to block implementation of medical-marijuana
laws. After losing in the lower courts, the politically conservative county
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g’ pot paradise, with . _

longtime ganja farmers

// ‘bringing their crops out of
their hiding places and
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. _pmper home in full sunshme.
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appealed to the US Supreme Court, which in May 2009 refused to hear
the case—a major victory for medical-marijuana activists, since it effec-
tively affirmed earlier decisions, thereby forcing San Diego County to
implement a medical-marijuana ID program.

Unfortunately, not everyone seems to have gotten the memo, and the
fight against medical marijuana rages on in certain areas—but with an
important new twist. Now the powers that be must prove that you vio-
lated state or local law, instead of relying on the federal government as
the law-enforcement option of last resort.

So while the current system'’s far from perfect, and vindictive law-en-
forcement officials in many regions still have it in for a medical-mari-
juana movement they’'ve never truly accepted, those who doubt the scale
and sweep of change should check out www.hightimes.com/12pounds/

Nothing tastes sweeter
than outdoor organic
ganja grown without

breaking the law.
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and watch a video of Richard Daleman, from Visalia, CA, rolling 12
pounds of previously confiscated medical marijuana out of the Tulare
County Courthouse after officials determined it was improperly seized
and must be returned to its rightful owner.

Wasn’t that an inspiring bit of video?

Anyway, lately, legalized medical marijuana has become something
of an obsession in the media, with much of the coverage surprisingly
positive, and most of the attention on California. The Golden State has
captured the popular imagination for a variety of reasons: It’s the na-
tion’s traditional “breadbasket” of ganja growing; the state govern-
ment’s massive budget shortfall has made the marijuana business an
increasingly important (and recession-proof) sector of the economy;
and, by a wide margin, California has the largest number of licensed
medical-marijuana patients.

Perhaps most importantly, California’s the state with the greatest
number of medical-marijuana dispensaries, some of which have been up
and running 10 years or longer, having completed a journey from civil
disobedience against the federal government’s all-out ban to openly
selling medical cannabis as respected members of the local community.

And, naturally, now that the heat’s off and the global economy has
cooled, a lot of people have started to look at legal marijuana as a way to
make a buck. Which brings us to perhaps the most underappreciated re-
cent milestone in the evolution of America’s approach to medical mari-
juana: California Attorney General Jerry Brown’s August 2008 “Guidelines
for the Security and Non-Diversion of Marijuana Grown for Medical Use.”

Well aware of the confusing nature of medical-marijuana regulations,
the California State Legislature, in 2003, enacted a statute requiring the
state attorney general to adopt guidelines explaining to growers and pa-
tients exactly how to follow the law, and also instructing the police and
district attorneys exactly how to enforce it. Five years later, Brown—a
longtime politician who served as the governor of California for eight
years, starting in 1974—published a document with enough protections
to allow compassionate cultivators full peace of mind, while keeping out
the corporations, agribusinesses and venture capitalists.



Still The Original! Still The Best!
Grow Your Own with a Phototron!

Free Seeds! Free Seeds!
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Prompt Delivery Guaranteed!
A Fully-Integrated Plant System that
Promotes Rapid Growth in 21 Days!
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No lung-er forced to h-i‘cile theirpot plé s.in‘remote:guerrilla
patches, these teepee-dwelling medigal-marijuana grow
ers Row have a véry short, very pleasant commute to work:
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STATES WITH LEGALIZED

Research your state and local laws carefully for the most up-to-date information,
including how to qualify as a medical-marijuana user, how to obtain a medical ID
card, and how to legally cultivate marijuana for medical patients. Or check with
Americans for Safe Access (safeaccessnow.org), the largest organization in the
nation dedicated solely to defending the rights of medical-cannabis patients and

MEDICAL MARIJUANA

providers.

STATE

ALASKA (1998)

CALIFORNIA (1996)

COLORADO (2000)

HAWAII (2000)

MAINE (1999)

MICHIGAN (2008)

MONTANA (2004)

NEVADA (2000)

NEW MEXICO (2007)

OREGON (1998)

RHODE ISLAND (2006)

VERMONT (2004)

WASHINGTON (1998)

ARIZONA (1996)

Ballot Proposition 200 (65%)

The state allows doctors to prescribe
Schedule | controlled substances, in-
cluding marijuana, to treat disease
or relieve pain in seriously or termi-
nally ill patients. Because it is “pre-
scribed” and not “recommended.”

MED-POT LAW

Ballot Measure 8 (58%)

Proposition 215 (56%)

Ballot Amendment 20
(54%)

Senate Bill 862 (32-18,
House; 13-12, Senate)

Ballot Question 2 (61%)
Proposal 1 (63%)
Initiative 148 (62%)

Ballot Question 9 (65%)

Senate Bill 523 (36-31,
House; 32-3, Senate)

Ballot Measure 67 (55%)

Senate Bill 0710 (52-10,
House; 33-1, Senate)

Senate Bill 76 (22-7),
House Bill 645 (82-59)

Initiative 692 (59%)

ALMOST LEGAL

MARYLAN

evidence of

medical marijuana is not considered

legal in Arizona.
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PLANT LIMIT

1 oz usable, 6 plants
(3 mature, 3 immature)

8 oz usable, 18 plants
(6 mature, 12 immature)

2 oz usable, 6 plants
(3 mature, 3 immature)

3 oz usable, 7 plants
(3 mature, 4 immature)

1.25 oz usable, 6 plants
(3 mature, 3 immature)

2.5 oz usable, 12 plants

1 oz usable, 6 plants

1 oz usable, 7 plants

(3 mature, 4 immature)

6 oz usable, 16 plants
(4 mature, 12 immature)

24 0z usable, 24 plants
(6 mature, 18 immature)

2.5 oz usable, 12 plants

2 oz usable, 9 plants
(2 mature, 7 immature)

24 oz usable, 15 plants

D (2003)

Senate Bill 502, Resolution
#0756-2003 (approved 29-17)
Allows defendants being prosecuted
for possession of marijuana to present

medical necessity and

physician approval. In such cases, the
maximum fine is $100.

An heirloom strain of medical cannabis hangs to
dry in the upstairs bedroom of Sarah, a secgnd-
generation ganja grower who now hedtls a

® medical-marijuanaigollective in Trinity Colinty.

Strongly opposed to the Vietnam War and an ardent environmental-
ist, Brown was dubbed “Governor Moonbeam” in the "70s for his liberal
views. Today, he’s looking like an early frontrunner to return to the
governor’'s mansion in 2010. And while critics may argue that there’s
nothing wrong with making a profit on medical pot, the law (and perhaps
basic morality) disagrees. Besides, true pot-profit seekers should be
working full tilt for the complete legalization of recreational marijuana
for adults. Until then, what’s wrong with real ganja growers making “a
living, not a killing,” while the big-business bastards who fought against
medical pot for years have to sit on the sidelines?

According to the guidelines, “nothing in Proposition 215 or the Med-
ical Marijuana Program Act authorizes collectives, cooperatives or indi-
viduals to profit from the sale or distribution of marijuana.” Which means
that while you can receive “reasonable compensation” [i.e., a salary) for
your work as part of a nonprofit pot collective or cooperative—and the
California Board of Equalization requires you to charge a tax on any
sales—you still can’t make a single cent of profit on sinsemilla.

Put that in your pipe and smoke it, would-be pot profiteers! And
while you're at it, give Jerry Brown'’s guidelines a careful read. Using
precise legal language, Brown’s 11-page document makes it clear that
exactly three paths exist for those who wish to use, possess, cultivate,
transport or distribute medical cannabis while still obeying the law. | re-
cently journeyed to Northern California for a first-hand look at medical
growers engaged in all three approaches.

Arriving in the glorious days just before harvest, Senior Cultivation
Editor Danny Danko and | took a once-in-a-lifetime tour of the first
NoCal medical-marijuana crop grown with the tacit approval of the fed-
eral government. What we discovered was a pot paradise, with longtime
farmers bringing their cannabis out of its hiding spots in remote guer-
rilla patches and energy-intensive indoor growrooms, and returning the
herb to its proper place in full sunshine, alongside every other eatable
and/or medicinal plant in the garden.

The dream is real, my friends. According to the Attorney General of
California, you can cultivate cannabis without becoming a criminal in one
of the following three ways.
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PRIMARY CAREGIVER

According to the guidelines, a primary caregiver is “a person who is desig-
nated by a qualified patient and has consistently assumed responsibility for
the housing, health or safety of the patient.” A qualified medical-marijuana
patient can serve as his or her own primary caregiver, and also can serve
as the primary caregiver to one or more other qualified patients.

As stated earlier, selling pot for profit is strictly forbidden, but “a pri-
mary caregiver who receives compensation for actual expenses, including
reasonable compensation incurred for services provided, to enable [a pa-
tient] to use marijuana. ... shall not, on the sole basis of that fact, be subject
to prosecution.”

“I'm just trying to ensure that my uncle has safe access to the best med-
icine possible, at the lowest cost, and it turns out that growing your own is
the ideal way to make that happen,” explains Josh, a medical-marijuana
primary caregiver in Humboldt County, while leading Danny and | on a
guided tour of his small but beautiful six-plant medical garden, located just
steps from the front door of his modest home in the hills. “With such a
small number of plants to tend and no law-enforcement worries, I'm able
to devote my total attention to cultivating the best strains at their highest
potency, using the healthiest organic-growing methods.”

Mixed in among vegetables, salad greens, fruit trees and companion
plants designed to attract beneficial insects, Josh’s Trainwreck plants rep-
resent not just legally grown marijuana, but also potentially life-saving
medicine for his uncle, who uses cannabis to treat multiple sclerosis.

52 HGHTIME

"o _These buds require a trellis to support their weight, as California’s
- ‘ first outdoor crop of barely legal medical marijuana nears harvest.

‘By working together, we’re
able to ensure a steady
supply of the highest-quality
cannabis imaginable, at a
fraction of the cost of the
black market.

COLLECTIVES

Although California law doesn’t define “collectives” as such, the attorney
general’s guidelines describe them as nonprofit organizations “jointly
owned and operated by the members of the group,” which “merely facili-
tate the collaborative efforts of patient and caregiver members—including
the allocation of costs and revenues.”

A collective need not be a “statutory entity”—one officially recog-
nized by the state—but the guidelines do suggest that a collective
“might have to organize as some form of business to carry out its activi-
ties.” The advantages of a collective include the ability to pool resources
and expertise to produce the best supply of medicine, at the lowest cost,
for a closed group of patients. A collective can grow its own or hire a
grower to cultivate for its members, but either way, all harvested
cannabis must be shared within the collective.

“By working together, we’'re able to ensure a steady supply of the high-
est-quality cannabis imaginable—truly medicinal-grade plant matter—at a
fraction of the cost of the black market,” says Sarah, a member of a long-
standing collective in Trinity County, as she rolls up some of the amazing
outdoor organic she recently harvested on behalf of her 15-member organ-
ization. “I'd hate to be out here trying to compete with some giant, corpo-
rate-controlled marijuana factory farm. To me, that’s almost more
frightening than the cops.”

With so many patients to supply, Sarah has dedicated herself full-time
to growing ganja, drawing a salary from the collective that allows her to live
comfortably on some of the most beautiful land in the world. Needless to
say, Sarah’s a happy woman.
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It Is estimated you will save 1-3 years on the “leaming how to grow” curve AND production,
by choasing the perfect, all-in-one, fully assemhbled, fully automated, hydroponics cabinet.

3 o A : i R -
Firiail Yous car now iy Hhe-atistiibs best of the biest Indropoiics Follow these tap 10 grower tips, when choosing your ideal perfect roommate with benefits: : 1
systems, lights, and LED's from Cali Growers Wholesalers, The 1. "The Look" - You want to make sure your cabinet looks like one, not like a !.l r:?
legendary suppliers that sell ONLY award winning and top of the futuristic time machine with controls on the front. Make sure it is 100% light |

line hydro equipment are opening their doors to the public. They give  tight, 16 gauge "Cool-Running” metal, and looks like it belongs in your house.

you the absolute best prices and products because they work directly 2. Dimensions - Be aware of misleading pictures. Realize that 24 inch deep
with manufacturers AND growers, and demand every product they sell  cabs grow 33% more than generic 18 inch deep ones. The major factor of
comes with a 3-5 year wa rmnwl If thw don't sall it, do your research. h‘:l'l"l' ITlUCh YOu grow 1S b"f HEighth, W'rdth, AND DEpth Uf your Cﬂt‘iﬂet.
If they sell it, make sure you get it! 3. Airflow - Lights are PROPERLY air-cooled
by bringing air in from outside the chamber,
= CALI GROWERS’ HID CHOICE- AUTOCOOLS: then pushed out as well. Some only bring air
¥ AutoAir-Cooled, Built-In Fan, 4000r 600 Lightubes.  from inside the unit itself, then through the
# Complete with fan, duct, bulb, ballast, tube- up to  light. You do not want this. Also, make sure
5 70% cooler and 30% less electricity than older your cab is “Cross Corner Ventilated” AND
3 lights, includes a free rock-solid 5 year Warranty.  has an adjustable internal arculation fan.

l The output air should go out through a
400 MH/HPS AUTOCool- $239. professionally made carbon filter.

| 600 HPS AUTOCoo0l- 5295. 4. Ease and Expertise - Make sure your
system is user friendly and the company

knows what they are talking about. Your Supercloset scored a

cabinet should come and look professionally perfect 10 out of 10.

CALI GROWERS' LED CHOICE- Cali Growers recommends growing assembled, automated, and easy to grow, |

with MH or HPS lights over LED's unless you grow in a hot place. They 5, Net trellis and adjustable lights- you grow up to 50% more when using ',

only recommend and sell the T1 SmartLamp 600 for $1445.00 and the 3 net trellis. A bonus is if both the light and veg. chamber is adjustable

new 5 watt LumiGrow LED (replaces up to 1000HPS) for $1645.00. to allow for maximum heighth and lumen intensity.
6. Comes with Everything- Let them shop for you. You want every possible
CALI GROWERS’ HYDRO CHOICE- thing you need to start growing the day you get it, indluding an automated

- : « Cloning Machine, nutrients, DVD, TDS meter, PH kit, Make sure it is fully
Cnmbin;ua'u’ei:tﬁ:t:lgs nﬂH::dmtg;“ﬁ::j l‘mtl assembled, automated, and ready to grow with ease and confidence,

one easy automated system! Grows up to 7. Good Warranty- Make sure the company backs your investment with
3-5 X faster, and #1 rated *Black Design” at least a 3 year warranty and excellent lifetime customer support - for free.

keeps out light & bacteria. Also comes with 8. Made in USA - That is if you are in the US. For obvious reasons, such as
nutrients, PH kit, and How2Grow DVD. supporting the economy, it also means not worrying with US Border Customs

1-6 plant Superponics System- $149 and such when dealing with your warranty and replaceable parts.

- - 9. Customer Support- Prompt phone and email service, knowledgeable
24 plant with 16 gal' R $495. support and replies. Accredited by the Better Business Bureau with little

to no complaints over the past 3 years. Friendly and helpful is also a must.
You may order b'f callmg 1-877-402-4639 , ar 10. Options- Make sure you have the choice to switch from soil to hydro, and

i i i can decide between ebb n flow for taller units, and a=ro for the shorter ones.
through their website at www.caligrowers.com Pery attienitiin te deits. How St 5 year or b sort owing!

SUPERCLOSET CELEBRATES WITH "GROWTH STIMULUS PACKAGE"

Rated #1 overall system and customer support for 5 years in a row, Supercloset is celebrating with the deal of a lifetime.
For a limited time, when you buy a Supercloset you get a $500 Rebate Vioucher towards groceries, along with a free TDS
Meter, DVD, PH kit, nutrients for one year, 3 Year Warranty, the famous auto-Supercloner, and everything else you need

to grow, from Beginner to Pro, from Pro to Easier. Your Supercloset arrives professionally assembled and fully automated.
Your special limited offer (while available), call 1-877-GROW-SUPER, or through supercloset.com. 88 gg 8

a *Your net cost after you collect your $500 grocery rebate.
Mini-File- $195*

15" w197 x 271"
SuperFile- $695*

SuperCube- $1195
36" x 24" x 46"

Trinity- $3295*
72" % 36" x 72"

s B SR Deluxe- $1895*  Side2Side- $2995% Trinity has 3 separated
?—F;reﬂhas 2 chambers: 36" x 24" x 72" 72" % 36" x 72" chambers: Fluorescent,
op- ﬁ"mmr SuperFlower- $1895 400MH/HPS, & 600HPS

48" x 36" x 46" Add $150 for 600HPS upgrade and $200 for CO2
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By stringing their dog line through the center of the
garden, these clever growers hope to deter any
would-be ganja thieves, known locally as “rippers.” In
this brave new world ofdegal marijuana, rippers have
replaced the cops as the Worst-case scenario.

COOPERATIVES

More strictly defined by the guidelines than a collective, a cooperative
“must file articles of incorporation with the state and conduct its business
for the mutual benefit of its members.” Cooperatives are also required to
register under the Corporations or Food and Agriculture Code.

Much like food co-ops, agricultural co-ops and other non-marijuana-
related businesses that adopt the model, a medical-cannabis co-op must
be democratically controlled by its members and must also be nonprofit,
with the earnings and savings of the business “used for the general wel-
fare of its members, or equitably distributed to its members.” There’s a lot
more official paperwork involved than with a collective—a record-keeping
burden that offers both advantages and disadvantages.

“We decided to form a cooperative because it seemed like the best way
to keep on top of all our transactions, including expenses, dues, harvests
and distribution, so that we can constantly ensure that we're in compliance
with the law,” says Barry, a longtime grower in Lake County, as we navi-
gate the epicly winding roads that connect two of his collective’s four dis-
tinct gardens. “Just last year, we were following the exact same rules, but
we were totally dependent of the approval of local law enforcement and the
whims of the federal government. Now, it’s different—we just have to keep
all of our files in order.”

Barry smiles as we bring the car to a stop within view of a massive
greenhouse overflowing with budding monster ganja trees. With “plant
limits” restricting medical-marijuana patients and providers to only so
many plants at a time, growers have every incentive to cultivate the biggest
buds possible under the sun.

Meanwhile, Barry tells us about a recent visit from the local sheriff.
Four officers arrived at this remote outpost on ATV’s, sniffing around to
make sure all the plants were legal and accounted for by the collective.
Barry showed them the laminated doctors’ recommendations posted next
to the garden, took them on a plant-by-plant inspection tour, and even of-
fered up some homegrown cantaloupe.

“Man, three of those guys were super-nice,” Barry recalls. “The other
one was kind of stand-offish, you know what | mean?”

Coming from a state with no laws to protect even the sickest patients
with even the smallest amounts of cannabis, Danny and | listen to Barry’s
lament—that one of the four cops inspecting his massive pot plants wasn’t
“super-nice”—and it strikes us as kind of funny. It’s like we’re visiting a dif-
ferent country ... one that treats its citizens with a lot more respect. s\«
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OrGANIZE A MARIJUANA MARCH & GET ON THIS LiST

App Your City To THE LisT! EMAIL DANA@CURES-NOT-WARS.ORG OR CALL 212-677-7180

Abbetstord: Tim Felgor timfuigershaw.ca 604-866-1420 www, limial-

girea

Aberdeen: Paul Cruickshank pautsicdd@googlemail.com Star off 2pm
Al “Castlegaie” in Aberdeen

Akron: Beth Neidemthal 130-TH4-8112

Albuquergue: Loo Abreides lecaltreides@msn.com S05-371-030

Ava: kearp@potioriresdom.com 580 327 1577 hitpe//weew. potborires-
dom.comi'alva

Amsierdam: ereraidgoddessti@gmail.com + 31 B3 ETI I or + W
B50 401 BB Joren-Keesthemad@gmail com hitp:fwiw, cannabis-
bewrijdingsdag.om/

Ann Arbor: Adam Brook sdamibrook @ hadmail.com 313-099-0129

W hashbash.com Rashbach, high noon Apl 3, U of M Diag
Antwerp: info@encod.org Tel. 00 32 (0)3 203 0886 (ENCOD), Lange
Lozanastraal 14, 2018 Antwerpen, Bedgium wewoencod.org

Alheens: iliosponoi @y ahoo.gr wwslegaliseproteslivalblogspot.com D030
BT 77 05 226 Mickalis Bosporod

lamacabcn@gmail.com 34-005-175-843 Jose

Basel Sylvia syhvia@chamme-info.ch « 4161 -4211-3219/421-2522 (14 o

16.00 hrs)

Bellingham: Lea Cole leesireet 1668 haimall.com 360-756-5177

Benton Harbor: Eric Phillips 268-02%-3079 Rally Unina Park. March 4:20,

Berlin: matihias@sow|elde c'e Hanthund/E.LF - European Legalization

Fond Tel: D045 30 4479 3204  wwew.sli-ondine.su May 8. Mel & bran-

denburger lor, 15 o clogk,

Berne: info@chanvre-inlo.ch Andre Filrst D041 79 633 18 48 wivni hemp-

info.ch www.cannaparty.ch waw.hani-koordinsthn.ch

Bllbae: parmaghttpannagh.ong +34-84-415 -2900 Saturday, May 19

Bolse: (208)384- 1421 MEHEMPG aolcom or gpmmboise@gmall.com

www.gmmboise.webs.com May 2 Rally staris at 2PM Julia Davis Park

Boone: Chris Dréw cd701 1 5@appstsle.sdu 518-270-0672

hitpr/ fwowrwhempclish.org! Aprdl 17 Rally on the Mall, gsther d4pm,

Boston: Bill Downing masscani@verizon.net TH-B44- 2766 waw_mass-

cann.org MASSCANNWORML F.0. Box 0266, Geongebown, B 01833

Boulder: Jeff Chrigten-Mitchell Hompbopia@comeastoet 303 449-4854

www.hempdnpia.orgMarch Ir. The Hill @ 430,

Budapest: juhikap@gmail.com [38) 30 474 2403 www_kendermag. hus or
w1382 ha 36-1-279-22-36, 36-A0-462-2404

Buenos Aires: THC Magazine mundofiuor@hatmail.com 54 (11} 4864

5132 or Algjandro grmmiTedistahe. commnwvw. gmem. revisathe.com

Burlinglon: Denmy Lane anepamot@gmad.ned (B02496-2387 138

Fairview rd, Warren, VT 05674 looking for young insurgents...

Cadiz: mﬂuim:&lilaﬂm

Calgary: Keith Fagin Events&Calgary420.ca 403-863-2071

hitpe(Cadgaryd20.cal Meet ot ity Hall- B00 Macheosd Te SE 1 PM.

Champalgn-tirbana: Ashiey Barys abarys2@illinols.ode, BAT7.707 86590

Charlotte: Mathew Harrimgbon noccpmainaol.com T04-817-8441

Www.ecpn.ong
w Richey richey.gupla@gmail.com B47-275-0473 ar 847 341
0581 danlinsdrillinaienormil.org Federal Plaza May 1st @ NOOM
Chieo: Oimah Coffman 530-345-1907 greenindicadrive com ww. pol-
party.com 215 PM al the Free speech Area @ the U.
Chrisichurche Bilair Anderson .o Mild Green Media
Cenire phc ++54 3 J89-8065 oell; 02T 285TI9
Cncinnati: Happy Hemplress hemplresadihemarock.com 513-654-HEMP

Calorado Springs: Or. Roberd Melanede doclorbob@cannabuze net T19

B41-1188 Acacia Park, 12-5,

Calumbla: Scof Lawher J08-242-0200 or danviebsdlustics com [573)

443-6866 Pesce Park 2 PM - dusk

Columbus: Chris Ryan old_jack_lar@hotmail.com (614) 551-0846 420

PM, Camaer of W. 17th Ave & N, High 54, (Near 05U).

Comodoro Avadavia: Eloy escaserencomadoroigmail. com
www.escasezencomodann, ogspol.com  Argentina, 0D in ‘08,

(Candoba: mike bitarl miksbitari@hotmail.com 00543548 15567647

‘www.de-verdampar.com Edith Morene cortandofioresdyaboo.com.ar

Denvar: Tivy Martines desvergmmi@ halmail.com T20-365-0187

Wi mpsgace. com/ dervengmm Sunday May 2, 4PM State Capitol,

Debrodt: Bob 734-697-3847 or Paul paul€detroitliberation.org 313-622-

3429 wvw.delrol Hesnpapaloeea! Grand Clicus Park.
Dinwba: Ayesha Yrigolen rockinchic Z7@yahoscom 550-397-6370
Dneprepetrovsl:htp: Jwajoumal.conviegalize a/ 334501
hitrmd g, comy legadize

J fenmemumity livejousmal.

hitpigorod dp.uadneves/newsphp Tid=17011

Dover: Richard J, Schimelfeni hempman@verizonnet 302-793-0718
High noon, Palio behind Legislative Hall.

Dumedin: Abe Gray granbd | & student.stago.ac.nz The Octagon Noan,
Edmonton: Todd tndd@Edmoniond20.ca (TE0)870-0287

hitp/ferwmm. Edmanbond0.ca/ Meel Edmonton City Hall 2:00 fo 4:20.
Eugene: Jim jimgreigads &yahoo.com or Dan 841 517-0867
CMMEwillametealleyNORML org wisna il
burionrider B man.com 928-814-3237.

Florianopoles: podro. luz #Egmail.com or joan pinheirn rhasta éhat -
miall.com +55 47 389 20 43

Franichart: Ingric: (43) 177 34 67 881 ingridwunn@gmx.de o

g wrwnihant-initiatee.de 50 in 089,

FL Bragg: Brnece TO7-8961-6099 o Verge contachrergeyahoo.com or
Inave a message ad TOT-B77-1159 Rally ot Town Hall,

FL. Calling: Tin Gordon FRNORML8halmail. com 970-217-0578

wwna frontrangenarmi.org Chic Cemler Park, May B

fainesville: Anthomy Doe cirv.anthony@gmail.com 2PM Rep. Lamy
Crotul's office — 1911 5W 34 Street, Gainesville, FL 32508-1701
Garbervills: Faul T07-823-4488 or Glenn TO7-
23-0147 Gather noon under the Lown chock in Garbervile,

Green Ray: Chi Edwards widragons@rocketmail.com 920-5444
Hachita: Bill Galtagher luxelaire@gmail.oem 505 436 2250

Halifax: Debbde Stuftz-Giffin chain@mummuca D02 -824-0321
wrerwLnimen. ca 300 people in ‘08! 1-5 PM Halilax N. Comimon

A06-445- 2644,
rogerchristie@gmail.com (B0E) 217-8352 www.thc-
rrmmmmnhnrmmm
Holland: Matl Schaab B18-994-3054 Skate Park 4:20.

Homer: Wes Schacht 907-235-3450/200-1866 K-Bay CoMeeshop, Noon,
intsnapolis: Nail Smith or Gen Twitly Fontherdll@sbeglebal nat (317}
@T2-4455 High on the Hill and Indians NORML ane co-spansors.
Istambul; Serkan Akkcayn roppah&men.com

Joao Pessoa: jeabpessoaimarn: adamaconha ong (031E83) 6630 T2
Jahamneshung: Chria J grmdnarmlong.a and wired @weed oo 25 cal:
+ITRATIEZITO

Kamenets- Podolskdy: [Ukrasne) www legalize.inua

ttpcommunity. ineejournal.comegalize_ua
Kansas City, infokcnonmi.ong 1-GA8-KCN-0RML or Healh Poland [Ext,
421} - hitpc/www.missourihemp.com
Katrmdndu: Sujan Jirel Sufjsannihgmeil com kbl +977-S80B066E16
Kiew: deadjdonadirgmail.com or -{+3 B0 £3 478 50 24) hilp://nesam.in.ua
tipeiflivejaurnal. com'eammunity/legalize_wa March fr. Solevshays sq
Kokome: Gary TE5-868-0213. Elvie's, 1300 W. Mulbamy 58 1 PM.
La Laguna: armiche@cullivadordemania.es or info@canmarias. com Thoo:
E1TRIEAT www cannarias. comiTomd showihread php?t=E163
L= Palmes de Gran Canaria: Juan Carlos Gonedkes Martin imfodbesnns:-
fas.com Thno: 61 7E30WE1 www. Cannarias.com
s Vegas: bethé nevadanommiong TOP- TRE-TZHE www, nevadanorml.ong
Lawion: Hank Baca dankhank@yaboo.com 560-248-2201 Lefkosia-
Micosis; peiros@cypras-org.not 367-72-675-250 Semi-public svenl
Lingaln: Michael mindiripper@yahoo.com 402-450-4261 4 pm,
Mesghbars Park, 30th & Randoph.

janagmail.com «351 926

marchagiobaimari
(026 302 hitp:/ ' magmiishoa.cag March May Sh.
Lios Angedes: Akil akilekk$yahoo.com 323- Tif-8408 or blackwe-
bisideyaloo.com or Kyle B18-804-6227 www. impishap.oig Noon,
May Bth, comer of Adams & Cremshaw.

Willeurbanne: “Le " le-feelingidtive.nile-1eelingi®live. ol c/o

Ittpc! fvwwiwmiadisornormil org/ Rssemble 11 AM, State Capitel steps.
Madd: amec@amec.orges +34 91 5303364 Aranlza Www.amec.ong.os
Medicing Hat: (403) 526-0070 1:30 P march 1o Medicine Had City Hall
Mexico City: inlodameca.ong.ms,

gragosin._

Minneapois: Wright

Hoan-time rally € Washturn Fair-(aks Park ZPM march,

Missoula: Freedom Fighter sisterearthd Higmail.com or normé&mon-

tananorml.com March begins at 4:20 af Jacob's Island/Bark Park.

Momavides: Arfel De Loa Sanios unomasnomaladvotmall cmm

wwrw liDerachondestanehis. org.’

Montreal: Bosis St Mawrice Boris@mapinc.org or Chantal 514.842. 4000

or Adam (51438301331 www.norml.ca May Bth,

Moscow: Adam Assanbeng massenbergd0Eyabon, com 508- 387-32532
waw marijuanafactorfiction.crg 2 PM from Hemp Fest site to Gity Hall,

Mashviile: “Howle & Marhviana Leinofl™ marivuana@hotmsll.com (615)

ACT-HIGH oF Z28-4044 www.marivuana com www.punkensigin.cam

Mewark: “Richard J. Schimelfenig™ kempmanBherizon.net 302- 753

OT16 420 PM, Parking Lot, Main & Chapel 51

Mew Dripans: Ashley mojoleariess@gmail com 504-T10-0128. High

Hoan, next to Cale DuMende—Decatur & 5L Ann—March from Jax Sg.

down Royal ko Frenchmen's St Meel & Cale Drazd 4:20

Mew York: Dana 212-677-T160 dana@ cures-not-wars.org

widemarijuznamarch.ong Cures nol Wars, 9 Blescher SL WYC 10812, 11

am Mayday Washington Square Park; parade route and destination THA,

Wimbin: aclmm@nimbinaustralia.com ph; §1 266 851842 wwwnimbin-

WL word-

S -0E52 Moam, 25 th & Washimgton, May 1,

Diympla: James Baglio 360-915- 1765 Saturday, May 8, Stalehouse Rally.
Ovnaha: Matanie 402-415-7373 mmelz58yahon. com
makepollegalsss. eng 1-5 Gene Leahy Mall & 13th and Famam.
Ortando: Tyler president@normiuct.com 727-642-8511
warwnormiuct.com or Jesh/PUFMM 727-735-8270 wew, pufmm.org/
(isaka; inlodcanmabist.org wee.cannabistorg! «87-3-1706-58R5

Oslec gmm@normal.ne, gmmiEglabalmarijuanamarchorg +47 72 46 3
B4 [ 447 58 32 50 &ihilpinonmal. nefgrm Gather & Youngsiorged.

Paris: FARId Ghehloubche farkd@no-tog.org D61-481-5679

WHWTYERERCE comiandT1 100 www.mmcparis. info.

Penticton: astewart@img.net 250- TT0-H171 www, valbeyhemp.com 2 PN

iy Park

Peoria: richraiwlings@usmipartycom 306-630-1976 J08-048-2525 hitp:

[Fssmijparty.com Masch hram County Court be Federal Court 2 bo 420 PW

chair@philtynormi.org 215-586- 1483 or

llerek Rosenzweig co-chalrSphillynormi.org www.padmimiong

Phoseni: Kathy & Mancy freed2larizona@aol.oom SB0-892-0593

weenviphoenixmanml ong hitlp: ! niys pace comighoenicmsnch

Pittsburgh: Benjamin Wilhelm info@wpanarmlorg T24-801-7510

weenw. wpanormi.org Marke! Square Rally & March,
Porfland: Mainel yHIRMLEyahoo.com
S54-801 - 1490 www. mySpace. com mainefynormi

Porto; Filipe info@mgmpaorto.arg DOAGTG1ETATIED o DOIE1SN 7924800-
Carfa or DOA51 514207585~ Jodahtipe/ www. mgmporta.ong
Prague: [icka@legalizece.ct +420 605 115 146 or mobert@iegalizace c2

+420 773 B3 561 www.lsgalizace. c2 May B, 2010,
Fratoria: Chris | wired@weed.co.za cel: + JTBATIEIZT0

Prince George: Mike lideviiBESSEhotmadl.com 250-551 -8R92 March fn
cancer i FL Goeorge Park,
Raleigh-Durham: Joif nc_ca@hotmail com 919-247-2844 Capited Bldg,

hantfest.de 01149-367-882-0016: Arved - looking for pecple o heip!

Sacramento: Jolke jusjaczidmeSyahoo.com §16-225-9058 or Ed FE-

308-114 freewebs com/Sacsmokers & myspace. com/sacs mokers

Eales: MERCY Cenber 501.383-4588 MERCY Salemi@hotmail.com

wers MercyCenlers.org May 154 2010, High Moon. Assemble 11am ai

mhmufhmmhmhmdmﬂlﬁm

Salt Lake Gity: J.T. B0T-991-0852 Barbeque. May Bih

Babador: Sergio Vidal sergiociso@yahon. mm: BATTI488 noliciis-

eanabicas, Mogapol com 1400 ks_ Praca Campo Grands.

San Franciaco: Lynetie Shaw 415-256-0328

0 SaL, Civic Center Plara 5.Fnoon Bill B pm.
THT, 3461040

09, March 12:00 pm fr, Frultville Rd. and LS 301
Sarnéa: Scol canada suck 1 @hotmail.com 519 317- 74 74/466- 1 806

{306} 201-15096

Seville: ARSEC.SE arsec_se@yahoo.es +34 95 491 5007 [Enrigue)
weenv e delarsecse Plaza Allameda de Hercubes.

GO 0
claf0I T comeast.nel S00-081- 2680 Walk irom Spragus & University.
Stavanger: ROAML Norway post@normalno +47 72 46 30 B4 <47 19
X1 58 61 bitp:/inarmal.no/gmm/ Gather @ Torgat 15.00 howrs
Steamboat Springs: Danald 670-278-1280 10 AM 1o 2 PW Courthouse.
5L Louks: normil@josephwelchunet 314-484-5720 or gstinorméEyahoo.
i 314-235- 1395 www.gslinormilarg March 1o Arch!

Tampa: snocktodd@yahoo.com 470-616-B267 March w. FLCAN 4500
p.m @Tampa's D.E.A office 4050 W Ksnnedy Boulevard 4:00 PM.
Taos: Mark antheos T ackcom 575-T70-377T8 Kit Carson Park.
Temapl: (kraing) mo_ro@inboxry

Toronto: Nieve inl $16 357-3459 info@cannabisciub.ca
weww Toroalofreedonfestival.com waw GlobalMarijuanabarch.ca
Traverss City: Rev.Steven B, Thompson 231 B82-4496 henziecoun-

Tucson: mary mackenzie azdpormb@cen nel 520-3123-2047
apdnorml.org azénorml.com 4720 to beat the heat.

Tulsa: Jon & Aosemary kegalizotulzaSgmail.oom §16-806-0530,
Tupsle: nitad30@ bellsouthunet B62-963-07T5 Tpm &0, mindate 4773)
Ukiah: Rich wrilch@weritch.com Ukkah MMM Commities or con-
tactwergedyahon.com 707-077-1159 Saturday, May B Ukiah Courthousa.
Upper Lakoe Linda eddylepp@hotmail.com T07-275-8870 Free Eddy!
Valencia: TH Yalencia c/o Emilio or Enrigue enriquedcria@gmail.com
D034 BAT145405 asociacioncanrabicavene rolanagmail. com

‘Warsaw: Tomasa (bara golahemplobby.mio goladwoinekonopss pl
40510 964 822 hitpcweest hermplobiy. info. 16:00 Palace of Cutune,

Washingion, DLC.: John Pylks fhe@hatmall com 202-295-6586
wewrw smoke-inarg 1PM March Lalayetie Park io Meridian Hill, May fht

Wellington:
Wichita: Debiby Moore hemplady @ templonss com 31 6-524-6001
werw hemphorus. comi2008 global marijuana_march,him
Wilmington: hemprman@veriaon, nel J02-793-0716 hitpc/gal.ong/dro-
nilfadvocacy/rachimel-924964 Rodney Square, 530 AM,

Wilminglen: Migue! Lisgo yippieyoulf@aol.com 910-200- 1083

Timark. +34 G76 40 15 06 - GAT B4 blag:hitp://yocannabis org/
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NICO ESCONDIDO

h
Doing hydroponics the right way —* .,
will resutt in huge, dense nuggets
like this Super Silver Haze being

grown in Amsterdam. 1

E »

Easy-t nderstand hasu:s that will get you growmg WI

G:to Hydro\ a.-,‘

ea ld qmt smoking
pot. (In fact it’s on the rise.) So why would it mean thai e sho d op—ornot
start—growing it ,too? /il

Of course, buying a $50 bag of reefer doesn’t seem quite-as hard on the wallet as
buying hundreds or even thousands of dollars” worth of grow equipment. But ta.be hon-
est, it doesn’t have to be that way. Anybody can grow pot on the cheap, and you can even
do it hydroponically. Assuming you have core knowledge of what hydroponic'growing is
and some regular household junk to draw from, you can rigiup a homemade (albeit
fairly ghetto) hydro system for next to nothing!

Getting Down the Basics

To start, we need to have a simple understanding of what hydroponic cultivationiis.all
about. In short, hydroponics—or water culture—is the soilless growth of plants. In hy-
droponic systems, plants are cultivated by placing the roots in a liquid nutrient solution
rather than soil. Oftentimes, the plant’s root system is suspended in different types of
media that are then injected or flooded with the nutrient solution. '

" This is a very important aspect of hydro to understand, because in hydroponic grow-
ing, the key factor is really the air surrounding the roots, not the nutrients or water.
Many people forget that although plants breathe in carbon dioxide (CO5), their roots
breathe in oxygen. So hydroponic growing is just as much about supercharging the root
system with oxygen as it is about supplying nutrients and water, if not more so. Hydro-
ponics offers an advantage in this arena because the roots are not smothered beneath a
lot of soil, and air can easily permeate the mediums often used in hydro systems.

The medium that holds the roots and the rest of the plant can be one of any number
of sterile materials. Most of these mediums are cheap and easy to find in hardware
stor* or plant nurseries—even pet shops. Clay pebbles, rockwool and lava rocks are
some examples of inexpensive and easy-to-find mediums to grow plants in. Soilless
mixes that look much like rich outdoor earth, but are really peat- or sphagnum-based
mixtures, can also work in certain types of systems.
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Easy and Inexpensive
Store-Bought Systems

Before we get into how to make your own homemade hydro sys-
tem, hereis a brief overview of the most popular hydroponic grow
systems on the market today. These systems can be relatively
inexpensive when growing for personal consumption and utiliz-
ing the smaller versions.

Flood-and-Drain (or Ebb-and-Flow) Systems
Flood-and-drain systems are probably the easiest hydroponic
system to use. They consist of simple, user-friendly parts and
function exactly as the name dictates: They flood root systems
with nutrient-rich water and then quickly drain it away.

These systems utilize either a tray or a simple table to hold
plants, with a reservoir usually sitting directly beneath. Water is
pumped from the reservoir into the tray, which fills with water
and floods the root zones with nutrients. The water is then ei-
ther drained back into the reservoir and reused or drained di-
rectly to waste, never to be seen again. Most growers opt to
recycle their nutrient solution a few times before replacing it
with fresh water and nutrients.

In a flood-and-drain system, growers can use a variety of
grow mediums to house their plants. The most popular choice
in this system are netted pots, which have mostly open sides
and bottoms that allow for easy soaking and draining. These
pots are filled with clay pebbles or hardened expanded clay
(HEC), which look like brown or red clay marbles and are made
by a few different companies. The HEC usually holds the plugs
in which the seedlings or cuttings were first started, but once
they become acclimated to the hydro system, the roots will
begin to grow out over the HEC and into the bottom of the tray.
Once the nutrient solution has drained, the roots are left with
an abundance of air for oxygen consumption. Trays are com-
monly flooded two to three times a day for a few minutes at a
time, depending on what stage of growth the garden is in.

This emitter system saturates Rockwool
cubes sitting on trays of soilless mix for
several minutes at a time...

... these trays then
drain-to-waste via a
trough placed at the
edge of the table.

Nutrient-Film Technique Systems
Nutrient-film technique, or NFT, is another popular and easy-to-use system for hy-
droponic growing. In this scenario, a thin film of water is run past the roots, usually on
a tilted table or tray for easy drainage. The roots—most commonly hanging out of net-
ted pots—sop up this nutrient-rich water, which is pumped to the grow table from a
reservoir.

In NFT systems, nutrient solution can either be recycled or drained to waste, and
there’s a lot more flexibility for growers in determining the feeding schedule for their
garden. Because the root zones are not completely inundated with water, they have
less chance to drown. The thin film of water running over them also moves a lot of air
past the roots, carrying valuable oxygen molecules for uptake. Because of this, grow-
ers using NFT can choose to run a constant flow of water over the roots, knowing that
§ plenty of oxygen is still provided to them. Most NFT cultivators, however, choose to
run multiple feeding cycles per day, sometimes for as long as 30 minutes at a time.
This largely depends upon the strain being grown.

As long as ample oxygen is being provided, root systems in NFT set-ups can stay
very compact, as they do not need to search very far for nutrition. The top sections of
the root zone can breathe, while the bottom sections dip into the thin film of nutrient
water, sopping up food. It is important to remember that when using NFT or any hy-
¢ droponic system, for that matter, plants need more air than water. One of the most
common dangers of hydroponic growing is a lack of oxygen to the roots. The roots
should always be bright white; any sign of browning roots is a sure indication that
they're being deprived of air.
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his Strawberry
Coughx Deep Chunk
plant nears harvest in
a hydroponic system
using pebbles and
trellis for support.
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systems, but
some hin or

can fit under-
neath table or
tray systems.

Drip or Sprinkler Systems
Drip or sprinkler systems are slightly more
complicated to use, but only because they in-
volve a few more parts that an ebb-and-flow or
NFT system. In drip or sprinkler systems,
growers rely on drip emitters or spray nozzles
to keep the root zone constantly moist.

Plant roots can be suspended in netted
pots or held in place by rockwool. Rockwool is
the more common choice when using drip
emitters, and netted pots are more common
when using sprayers. Rockwool absorbs and
holds the constant drip produced by the emit-
ters much better than clay pellets, while clay
pellets in a net pot expose the roots better for
more direct spraying.

In both cases, however, tiny water droplets
not only feed nutrients and H,0 to the plants,
but also move a supply of air over the roots be-
tween droplets. In drip systems, emitters are
usually set to a constant, very sluggish flow of
water; thin spaghetti-tube lines run to the
rockwool cubes holding the plants. Emitters
are easily held in rockwool by tiny stakes, and
the constant drip keeps the cubes permanently
saturated with water.

Similarly, in spray systems, tiny lines also
carry nutrient water to the spray nozzles that
are attached to net pots. These systems are set
to a specific schedule of spraying that keeps
the roots zone perpetually moist. It should be
noted that spray systems usually require
higher water pressure in the lines and thus
more powerful pumps. Nozzle heads are also
very delicate and can easily get clogged by nu-
trients. Make sure your nutrients can be com-
pletely dissolved in reservoirs before trying to
use them in spray systems. Unfortunately, or-
ganic nutrients usually cause the most prob-
lems with spray nozzles.
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Barrel reservoirs
sit next to hydro

§ hbucket reservoirs

Homemade Hydro Options
You may have noticed by now that all
hydro systems are basically the same
in theory and carry only slight varia-
tions in functionality. They all utilize
the same core components, making
them fairly customizable for each in-
dividual's situation and preferences.
But many of us forget that this also
enables us to easily construct hydro-
ponic gardens from scratch in our
very own home.

It's always best to think through
your options entirely before deciding
on the set-up that'’s best for you. Im-
portant considerations to make be-
fore beginning are the types of
genetics you want to grow, the
amount of space you have, and the
type of grow medium that is best
suited to your skills and environment.

In this example, we will assume
an indoor garden with a short, squat
indica strain, as this is usually the
most logical choice for indoor grow-
ers. We will also choose expanded
clay marbles (HEC) as the grow
medium. The HEC will suspend a
starter plug (either rockwool or peat
pellets are usable for this project) in place.

We will also focus on an active hydro system, in
which the water is being moved throughout the sys-
tem by means of a pump. Although slightly more
complicated than passive systems, active hydro sys-
tems are one of the more popular choices among
growers and offer excellent results.

Thin spaghetti-lines-plug
directly.in grow mediums
to feed root zones:

Glue, Hose & Soda Bottles

We here at HIGH TIMES recognize that the following ex-
amples are not necessarily environmentally ideal. We en-
courage readers to remember that, with a little creativity,
it's easy to find “green” or organic solutions to any project!

Because we're trying to be cost-conscious in this
scenario, the system that gets built will largely de-
pend on the materials that you already have at your
disposal. The four basic components of an active
hydro set-up include something to hold the water (a
reservoir), something to move the water (a pump),
something to catch/drain the water (a bin or tray),
and something to hold the plants [pots, bins and

medium). Of course, there are many variations for
each of these components, but the point here is to
keep it simple.

The ultimate goal of this system is to flood your
plants’ root systems with nutrient-enriched water
twice a day for two to three minutes at a time. The
plants can be in net pots or any similar homemade
container that allows for fast and easy draining.
Popular household items to use in lieu of store-
bought pots might be small buckets with holes
drilled around the sides and bottom or—our per-
sonal favorite—inverted plastic soda bottles. (Two-
liter ones work best!) Soda bottles are best used
when combining homemade pots with your set-up’s
water-circulation system. This can also let you ef-
fectively combine some of the basic components of
your system, further simplifying the process. With a
little luck and some imagination, home growers can
construct their own hydro system for approximately
$150 (and hopefully even less if you've got most of it
lying around).

First, look for a large bin or tray from your
garage. If you don’t have any luck finding one, you
can easily buy an inexpensive trough from a garden
center or purchase a Rubbermaid bin from your
local drugstore. You can also build your own tray by
constructing a wooden frame and lining it with thick
(2 to 3 mm) plastic. You'll want this tray to be fairly
deep (approximately 18 to 24 inches) and of a decent
length, depending on how many plants you plan to
grow [figure at least 1 foot in length for each plant).
The beauty of this system is that it combines two
components of your system into one, allowing your
tray (or water-catching device) to simultaneously
act as your reservoir.

Next, look around for used soda bottles. Strip off
the labels and cut
them in half, dis-
carding the bot-
tom halves for
recycling. Clean
the top halves
thoroughly. These
inverted bottle
tops will be your
grow pods (or net
pots), and they will
need to be con-
nected with either
tubing, hose, or a
hard/rigid tubing
(try to avoid PVC)
or clay piping. All
of these are inex-
pensive and can
be found at your local hardware store, but rigid pip-
ing works best. If you have the hose or piping laying
around already, all you'll need to purchase are a few
T-joints to attach to the bottlenecks so that the pods
can be connected to each other.

Look for a non-toxic glue or epoxy to bind the
bottle tops to your T-joints. Once you have all your
grow pods on T-joints, connect the joints to each
other using your rigid piping (and be sure to leave at
least 1 foot of space between the grow pods). Place
this unit at the bottom of your tray and secure it so
that it stands upright. This can be done using bricks,
or else by tying strings across the top of the reser-
voir to hold the pods in place.

NICO ESCONDIDO (2)
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Pumps, Pebbles & Plants

Now that you have the core of your system constructed, the end is in sight.
The next step is to complete the water-circulation system. The base of your
grow pods will serve as half of your water-delivery system. All that’s missing
is a power supply to actively move the nutrient solution from the reservoir up
into your grow pods; a simple garden or fish-tank pump will suffice. Once the
water is being pumped to the grow pods [i.e., the inverted soda bottles), the
pods will fill up with water and overflow back into the reservoir. You may de-
cided to cut extra holes just below the top of your pods to help facilitate con-
tinuous circulation and drainage.

Finding and connecting the right water pump can be the trickiest part of
construction. Make sure the pump is strong enough to move the amount of
water you plan to use in your reservoir. In some instances, you may need to get a
decent store-bought pump, which will always be the most expensive item that a
grower needs to buy when building a homemade hydro system. Still, a good
pump for a three-to-five-plant hydro set-up should cost around $50.

When connecting the pump outlet to the base of your grow-pod piping,
you will need to find adapter tubing. Most hardware stores have multiple-
sized selections of flexible tubing available for only a few cents per foot.
Take your pump and piping to the store to see what size fits and whether or
not you’ll need any other adapters. Plus it's useful to remember that heat
expands and cold constricts, which may help you make a nice friction fit
without the use of any glues or resins.

Once you have your grow pods firmly affixed to your reservoir bin and
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These clones were originally rooted in
starter plugs and then buried in HEC
pebbles for use in this tray system.

have the pump connected and your water-circulation system complete, fill
your pods with clay pebbles. Make sure the pods stay stable with the added
weight. You are now ready for your trial runs. Fill your reservoir with enough
water so that it covers the pump and all of the T-joints by a few inches. Turn
on your pump and watch your grow pods fill with water, making any neces-
sary adjustments (as suggested earlier) to improve water circulation. Holes
may need to be made just below the top of the grow pods to aid in water
movement, as sitting water is always to be avoided.

Now shut the pump down and watch to see if the water drains completely
from your grow pods. If not, you may need to make a very small drainage hole
at the bottom of the pods. This hole should be small enough not to leak too
much during the water cycles, but big enough to drain the bottom after each
watering. A small wall timer is all you need to set the water cycles during the
day.

To start, when plants are young, use two daily waterings of one to two
minutes apiece. As the plants grow and flowering is induced, heavier water-
ings with added nutrients will become necessary. Plants should be started
(either as seedlings or clones) in small plugs, either rockwool or peat pellets,
that can be easily inserted into the grow pods and held by clay pebbles. The
plugs should be inserted into the pods once the roots begin to show at the
bottoms of the plugs.

Remember to stay safe—and, most importantly, have fun. Experimenting
with do-it-yourself grow projects is an excellent way to truly learn about
cannabis cultivation. Good luck! sk

NICO ESCONDIDO
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Story by the Ghost

A level canopy ensures that all plant tops receive enough light.

my philesophy for future farmers
Growing weed is not an endeavor to be taken lightly. Our sacred herb is more than just a
means of getting high or even making a steady income. | think it’s very important to first
discuss the concept of energy and how it relates to everything in the universe.

Obviously, there are many different forms of energy: potential, kinetic, light, sound,
etc. What | am most interested in is the concept of energy itself. I'm no physicist, but
when you break it down into layman’s terms, it all boils down to one thing: The entire
universe is composed of energy, both positive and negative. It is the glue of everything in
existence, all the way down to the atomic level.

Now | could probably go in a million directions on this subject, but suffice it to say
that positive energy has a profound effect on growing plants. | don’t know of any scien-
tific studies, but speaking from personal experience, I've found that an abundance of
positive energy can help a novice grower overcome many obstacles along the way. It can
also help a master grower achieve phenomenal results with a minimal amount of quality
effort. Before you embark on any journey in life—and especially before you start grow-
ing herb—make sure you take a good look at what’s motivating you. If your energy isn’t
right, then no matter what you do, you’ll always have problems in the growroom—and
everywhere else in your life, for that matter.
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in search of genelics

| opted to make the pilgrimage to Amsterdam and score some
serious genetics right from the source. With as much positive
energy as | could generate (and a health dose of 'shrooms), |
went on my search for what | needed to realize my goals. | fol-
lowed all the signs and finally wound up in a small, well-lit shop
on St. Nicholasstraat talking to a wonderful woman named Kim,
the wife of the “A” in DNA Genetics. She suggested that | come
back and speak with her husband about the different technical
aspects of each strain.

I made it back the next day, and the next, and the next. Turns
out not only do these cats have some of the choicest genetics on
the planet, but they’re knowledgeable, friendly and love to party
... my kind of people! After a sacred blessing ceremony in which
we blew smoke from the bong over all the little seed packs |
was taking home (bundled so neatly by Kim), | made it back to
the States and got down to business.

In order to save time, | opted for feminized versions of three
different strains: LA Confidential, Chocolope and Purple Wreck.
My return to the States was timed to coincide with the new moon,
as | only like to crack beans or take cuttings at that time of the
month. After a bunch of pinching and pruning, | wound up with a
set of mother plants that would yield over 1,000 female clones.

As for my technique, | use Rootone rooting powder and
rockwool slabs. | mix some fresh Olivia’s cloning solution with
water and correct the pH to about 5.9 for the clones. Then | soak
my slabs, take my cuttings, and don’t mess with them for about
10 days (except to lift the dome covers for a few minutes each
day). | prefer to take longer cuttings and use a tall dome cover
for my trays. After 10 days, | check my starter cubes for roots on
the bottom. Once | see a white, fuzzy mass of roots beginning to
emerge, | transplant the 1-inch cubes into my chosen medium
for the vegetative stage.

I chose to run a system that was easy to set up, easy to
maintain and had a large capacity. My partner and | decided that
a Sea of Green method, in conjunction with some serious trellis-
ing, would do the trick for the Purple Wreck clones. In hindsight,
| probably should’ve gone with the Chocolope, but whatever ....

DANNY DANKO (2) FREEBIE
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since 1998. Over this period of time our
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the ghosl’s system
We used 3/4-inch plywood with two-by-fours screwed around the edges to
make the tables. Two tables covered with a double layer of 4-millimeter
plastic sheeting, each measuring 32 feet long, were the end result, with one
side being left open and slightly lower on the sawhorses to allow for gravita-
tional draining. We used 150-gallon industrial reservoirs to collect the runoff
from the tables, while heavy-duty submersible sump pumps with a length of

- i...'- i1

garden hose supplied the tables with a constant flow of nutrient solution. Ly
Since we'd secured a commercial location with an absentee landlord, R o t
R

electricity was not an issue for us, although we tried to conserve as much as : E
possible. In spite of this, many of the pumps and fans ran 24/7, including the i, s
exhaust fans, which were ducted directly to each reflector. = / rockuiol
| used 6-inch cubes to eliminate the need for another transplanting stage F oy cubes to
(which usually involves going from a 3-inch cube to a slab), and also to allow f ; avoid mold.
a little more mobility on the tables when separating the plants by height or
for maintenance issues such as flushing. The é-inch cubes allowed the little clones to really root into
something substantial, while at the same time allowing me to move individual plants where | thought
they’d do best. During the vegetative stage, | ran General Hydroponics nutrients at a ratio of 1:1:1 for the
first week (around 800 to 1,000 ppm). | also topped off the reservoirs with fresh water every couple of
days and readjusted the pH—1I always like to make sure that my pH level stays between 5.8 and 6.2, but
have generally found that most do well at 5.9 to 6.0. Once the clones show an initial spurt of growth (say 2
to 4 inches), | bump up my nutes to a 3:2:1 ratio (Gro, Micro and Bloom, respectively) and the ppm to
around 1,200 to 1,400. If you ever notice any signs of stress, check your nutes—always flush and make a
fresh batch if you're in doubt, and progressively push the ppm higher until you see the plants respond. |
like to flush my plants at least once a week throughout the entire grow.

We used 12 fixtures in total: ten 600-watt high-pressure sodium (HPS) lights and two 1,000-watt HPS
digital ballasts with vented hoods equals six for each table, plus a 1,000-cfm fan hooked to a carbon filter
for each run. Large fans suspended from the ceiling kept the airflow right, and before flowering, every
main stem was stripped for clones. When | prune before flowering, | like to prune all the way to the tips,
leaving just three or four nodes on each stem; it helps get bigger colas and improves ventilation under
the canopy. Besides, the pheno of Purple Wreck we wound up with tended to run a bit once it flowered, so
there was always plenty o’ bud! We rarely had a problem with heat or humidity in this space, although we
did need to run heaters in the coldest months to keep things from freezing at night. On the hottest days of
summer, we had 8,000 watts burning and never used the AC once.

Volume is the key to proper ventilation, and you need large-capacity exhaust fans with quality carbon
filters to handle the job. Our set-up used a 1,000-cfm squirrel cage on the end of each run of lights, with a
filter routed to a “T” where another 1,000-cfm fan exhausted the air for each. | bought an 8-inch T-duct at
Home Depot and put it all together in a couple of hours, so anyone can do it with enough patience and suf-
ficient doobs.

4%
i

72 HIGHTINE

Two grow tables side by side
flood and drain nutrients
directly to plant roots.

hit it and quit it
Instead of a continual harvest, we chose to bang
out huge amounts at once and then take a short
break in between crops to chill, make hash and
go on vacation. (It’s very important to keep your
positive vibe!) Once we induced flowering, |
went back to a 1:1:1 ratio on the nutes, but kept
the ppm higher this time—say around 1,200 to
1,300 for about a week or so. On the next flush,
| used a 3:2:1 ratio again, only this time it was
Bloom, Micro and Gro. You can run your ppm as
high as the plants can stand, as long as you do a
really good final flush at the end. After the next
flush or so, you get rid of the Gro; then get rid of
the Micro at the end. By week six, | was using
only the Bloom and had the ppm between 1,500
and 1,700. Next came the final flush for the last
10 to 14 days, and then it was on to the harvest
and all the goodness that comes with it. Do
yourself a favor and invest in a good set of ice-
water extraction bags so you can make perfect
hash with all your trimmings. It’s truly sublime!
Above all, remember to shower your plants
with good vibes and lots of positive energy. My
ultimate goal was to earn enough to be able to
buy a piece of land someplace where it’s per-
petually warm and | could grow my own food
and raise livestock. | managed to achieve my
goal by creating a plan and executing it down to
the last detail. While the lure of an extended
run providing lots of easy cash was always right
there in my face, sometimes you gotta just hit it
and quit it. | am officially out of the rat race
now, and I’'m a much happier person for it.
Many thanks to all the people who made it pos-
sible along the way, especially Don and Aaron
at DNA Genetics. The stuff | got did exactly what
they said it would, and | was more than satis-
fied with the end results. s«

DANNY DANKO (2)
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Inside the Hydroponics-Industry Showdown  Where'stheeed?

. & On a late July weekend last summer in San Francisco, the
Twenty years after the DEA’s Operation Green Merchant targeted the hydroponics industry, . Y .
. . 3 n industry that supplies the many hydro shops around the
arift has developed between the cautious companies of the past and newer competitors

kina t ice th = d legitimat dical o country got together to display new products and attract the
SeeKing to service the growing ana iegitimate meaical-marijuana scene. curious crowds. Current shop owners, those hoping to open
Story & photos by Danny Danko

new stores and the general public all made their way
through booth after booth of products meant primarily for
indoor gardening. Everything from complete grow tents and
air-purification equipment to organic-nutrient lines and
lighting systems were represented in all their glory—yet
something seemed to be missing.

Oddly enough, even in California—a state where medical
marijuana has been legal for over a decade—there was no
mention of any of these products being used to grow
cannabis, despite the fact that it's undoubtedly a major factor
in the sales figures of every company in attendance. All of the
usual suspects and leading companies were there: General
Hydroponics, Hydrofarm, Botanicare, Technaflora, Sunlight
Supply, etc. Yet none would openly acknowledge that a large
segment of their profits comes from cannabis growers.

Stranger still, many of these same companies display
their products at grow fairs in Europe, where no such policies
are required or imposed. Indeed, I've visited shops in Spain
where grow lights and hydroponic equipment are sold side by
side with copies of Jorge Cervantes’s Marijuana Grow Basics
as well as cannabis seeds and clones. Seems like a less hyp-
ocritical policy to me—but with millions of dollars at stake,
the companies keeping their heads in the sand at home
seem to have quite a long institutional memory.

General Hydroponics debuted their new prglaniq line.
i EITR,

Advanced Thinking
Yet there are some companies who do want to service le-
gitimate medical-cannabis growers. The most prominent
of these is Advanced Nutrients, a Canadian firm whose
products are specifically tested for growing cannabis. Ad-
vanced Nutrients doesn’t shy away from such associa-
c tions, offering products named Big Bud and Sensi Bloom.
ompost-tea -
brewers on # As a result, they’ve been shunned by the industry and re-
display. fused permission to display their wares at the expo. So
Advanced Nutrients co-owner “Big Mike” Straumietis de-
cided to upstage the show instead by shaming the industry
into acknowledging the medical-marijuana community.
(Getting a ton of publicity for the company and the cause
couldn’t hurt either.)

Mike’s plan? He would hire a helicopter to fly over the
event pulling a banner half the size of a football field with a
huge pot plant on it and the words “Want Big, Sugary
v Buds?” Advanced Nutrients also threw an extravagant

ibstitutes §_ SRl party that Saturday night featuring dancers and ice bongs, a
\ if:;hci:nbr;l;;: 1 imora grov?ﬁf . - hug.e spread of food, and an interesting variety of libations

; available at the open bar.

» TheAdvanced Nutrients banner flies high over San Fran. | asked Big Mike at the party about the next day’s
protest, and he told me: “The Hydro Expo is tainted by a
cadre of good ol’ boys who make tons of money off med-
ical-marijuana growers and patients, but lack the courage
and honesty to allow open and honest discussion of med-
ical marijuana.” He'd also issued a million-dollar nutrient
challenge to see which company’s products grew the
biggest, most potent buds, but so far he hadn’t heard back
from any of them. “They’re all silent and scared,” he said.
“They just sit there like fat cats, taking in the dough. But
the patients, the medical dispensaries and the growers are
seeing through their lies. And when they look up in the air
on Sunday above the Expo Hall, they’ll see it spelled out
quite clearly.”

Who knows how this will all pan out? Was it just a pub-
licity stunt by a company desperate to gain market share, or
a shot across the bow of an entire industry? Only time—and
rising consumer awareness—will tell. s

Vertical growing in the EcoSystem.
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STAR WARS UNIVERSE,
THE JEDI ARE AN ORDER OF
WARRIORS WHO SERVE AS GUARDIANS OF
JUSTICE AND PEACE. NOW, TWO SELF-PROCLAIMED
JEDI KNIGHTS HAVE FOLLOWED THE JEDI CODE TO CREATE
A SUPERSTAR STRAIN KNOWN AS DEATH STAR.

‘BY SAMANTHA NICHOLAS PHOTOS BY DAN SKYE

A LONG TIME AGO, IN A GALAXY FAR, FAR WAY ...

Well, actually, it wasn’t that long ago—maybe
seven years, tops. And it certainly wasn't in another
galaxy that Death Star was created, but rather a
growroom in the Midwest. However, there’s no dis-
puting the power of this intergalactically great
strain. The mystical Force was undoubtedly at work
when Death Star came into being.

However, given the well-known fictional history
of the Star Wars universe, “Death Star” stands as
an odd choice of name. The original Death Star was
a massively destructive weapon developed as an in-
strument of terror by the Empire. It was capable of
destroying entire planets and was used to keep re-
bellious worlds in line. In fact, Darth Vader used the
Death Star to blow up Alderan, Princess Leia’s
home planet.

So why would two Jedi Knights tag their cher-
ished strain with a name that is rife with such nega-
tivity? It’s not all that complicated: Death Star is the
fortunate cross between Sour Diesel and Sensi Star.
Basically, the “D” in “Diesel” became the inspiration
for “Death,” while the etymology of “Star” should be
fairly obvious to everyone, Jedi Knight or not.

Incidentally, the Jedi phenomenon has found trac-
tion well beyond the movie theaters; apparently, Jedi
Knights are among us in a big way. The 2001 census in
the English-speaking countries of Britain, Wales,
Canada, Australia and New Zealand revealed that
tens of thousands of citizens consider themselves
members of the Jedi “faith.” While the media dis-
missed the phenomenon as nothing but a practical
joke, there is little doubt that hordes of hardcore Star
Wars fans take the tenets of Jedi-ism very seriously.

What are they? Just about anything that pro-
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motes the greater good. According to one of the
many websites promoting the Jedi faith, Star Wars
creator George Lucas used various aspects of Tao-
ism, Shintoism, Buddhism, Christianity and many
other major religions in order to create the Jedi and
the philosophy behind the Force (though Scientology
failed to make the cut). Jedi-ism also encompasses
a variety of different martial arts and the medieval
code of chivalry. The Jedi is the modern version of
the Shao Lin monk, the European knight and the
samurai warrior all rolled into one.

All of which means that Jedi-ism may possibly
be the perfect religion for growing pot. The Jedi
Knights who created Death Star interpret the prac-
tice thusly: “We’re always kind to people, honest and
straightforward. We believe in instant karma—bad
actions beget bad results, while good begets good.”

They also assert that they “see things before
they come,” which obviously comes in handy if the
cops are on the way. Also, they can “adapt to any
situation”—a skill that is paramount in growing
great pot, especially when you move from the tem-
perate climate of the Midwest to the deserts of Ne-
vada, where the Jedi Knights of Team Death Star
currently reside.

As Jedi, they believe there is “something higher
pushing us in a direction.” That direction would be
toward the future, when marijuana is legal and
medical dispensaries can operate openly without
the threat of police raids. Team Death Star is ready-
ing themselves for that day by producing T-shirts
and posters; they want to be prepared when legal-
ization finally comes so they can promote the strain
for universal good.




- Pl
s stinds guard dver the mighty* **
. Incidentally, Grievous is actually-
ipe. crafted by the inimitalile glass artist Bamo.
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B In the meantime, these Jedi grow-
L ers keep close tabs on their Death Star.
i A A few years ago, back in the Midwest,
-4 they were entrusted witha “true” Sour
f Diesel clone from a Vermont friend,
+| who made them promise to pass the
" strain on only to principled pot growers,
prr o . arequest they have since honored. But
% that didn’t mean they couldn’t experi-
- Jig= ment. They first crossed the Sour
<. ..+ Diesel with Bubblegum and G-13, but
.;.r"q when they introduced it to Sensi Star, it
g8 4 was obvious that they’d hit the equiva-
lent of the cannabis growers’ lottery.
“Death Star has far exceeded our
I expectations,” Team Death Star reports,
1 adding: “It's far better than Diesel.”
That’s some endorsement, because
Sour D is easily one of the most pleas-
ant and powerful strains in existence.
As for Death Star, it's an amazingly
¢ pungent specimen: Open up a bag and
your immediate environment will be in-
stantly suffused with its dank aroma.
Moreover, the high-level stone it deliv-
{ ers is unmatched. Habitual pot smokers
- are dumbfounded by its capacity to take
J= 8 their high to a whole new level. And as
' = far asits medicinal value goes, there is
&' no other strain extant that can make a
toker as hungry. Those in the marijuana
.| community who have had the good for-

: strain, but Death
® __may be even hetter.

o
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"DEATH STAR HAS FAR EXCEEDED
OUR EXPECTATIONS. IT'S FAR
" BETTER THAN DIESEL.’

Self-described Jedi
Knights guard the
Team Death Star

growrooms.

tune to encounter Death Star have been
unanimously ecstatic. Rock legend Car-
los Santana has tried it and now
smokes no other strain—that is, when
he can locate it.

Currently, only 50 to 60 growers in
just three states are cultivating Death
Star. It's not being handed out to just
anybody—you gotta be a Jedi! But if a
grower is deemed worthy of the strain,
they immediately become part of the
Force. “We're the Team’s leaders,” the
founders of Team Death Star say, “but
Jedi are all equal.”

Getting into Team Death Star’s inner
sanctum was no mean feat. The Jedi
growers are friendly yet cautious; they
would hardly permit lowly subspecies
to corrupt their world. I'm no Jedi, but |
was judged sufficiently evolved to be al-
lowed to visit their growroom.

As dusk enveloped Henderson, a
suburb of Las Vegas, | parked in a mall
parking lot with photographer Dan
Skye. As instructed, we waited near the
Sears department store. Within 15
minutes, Team Death Star arrived.
They turned out to be an ordinary-look-
ing young couple, the kind that might
use a Friday night to buy a new dish-
washer—or maybe some 3-gallon pots
at Home Depot.
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[ X ; = make their move to one of the two flowering rooms.
'.... f e P As might be expected with Jedi growers, the gardens
.. 3 ; o w # are immaculate, and no landlord would ever suspect that

... &} ok TR his property had been used as a pot farm. (“We always get

. Y = i . our deposit back,” the Team says.) Team Death Star has

. . \ gll: E been pleased with the Nevada climate—no bugs, no mold,
..‘.‘. . " v 5 . no mites—but it’s a challenge to keep the plants from dry-
.. 4 ol - . ing out when the temperature outside reaches triple digits.

. [ s Their operation is a perpetual garden, and harvest

270 ' 1

happens every two weeks. Their fertilizer is a mix of per-

' v | ) e lite and Ocean Forest. The temperature in the gardens is
.".:. ) ] o - always 79°F. Each room features 1,000-watt high-pres-

... sure sodium (HPS) lights, with 12 plants allotted to each.
: 1 : ey’re watered every other day with all-organic nutri-
b Y They're watered ther day with all-organic nutri
. . T J ents and a “couple of secret ingredients.” When harvest
’ ime finally arrives, the flushing process last two weeks.
® 6 _ time finally arrives, the flushi last t k
...'.‘. 3y ¢ There are other strains in their garden as well. Kyle
.. E S Kushman'’s Strawberry Cough is here, but the Team admit
'. ; 4 W S it's losing popularity. The Dumpster is here, too—the elite
L] 3 = oy N strain that was rescued from a dumpster on the Ohio State
' h d f d he Ohio S
E . L= : campus a decade or so ago, nursed back to health, and
& . c now stands among the top smokes in Stonerland. And
"..'. : Team Death Star can barely contain their excitement over
. = a new concoction, an as-yet-unnamed strain (Grape Skunk

'.' x Super Silver Haze x Death Star) that awaits an other-
. . V worldly moniker of its very own.
Like true Jedi, the Team Death Star growers are happy

.:.: - to pass on their secrets to aspiring knights. “Pay atten-

k- ; tion,” they say. “Write everything down, like when you

“hﬂ ? 1 \ . change a light; don’t be a stoner and forget when you

f changed it. And be consistent—if you do things right, you
. . shouldn’t have to spend more than an hour a day oversee-

'..'.. d o ing your babies.”

.. ‘. y Prior to our departure from Team Death Star head-
.'. quarters, a fat, Jedi-approved joint was passed our way.
28 Undeniably, the Force was now with us. Upon leaving, we
. . were instructed to don our sunglasses once again. Dan’s

’ nausea returned, but not as severely: Death Star had res-

.=.=. ZURCEEEN LI cyed him. However, it affected me as well—when we re-

F) cross hetween a “true

L oA turned to the parking lot, it took me 20 minutes to

Once we were inside the car, we were
handed two pairs of blacked-out sunglasses
that we were required to wear on the trip to
Team Death Star’s secret lair. Within minutes, g
Dan was getting nauseous—apparently, he’s
got an inner-ear problem that makes his
equilibrium a little dicey, and being driven
around blindly with all the constant turns, U-
turns, double-backs and circles was playing
havoc with his stomach. Fortunately, we
pulled into a garage before Dan could leave a
token of his visit in the backseat.

The automatic garage door closed behind
us. We could have been anywhere in suburban
Vegas, as far as | could deduce, but we might
also have headed somewhere else completely
and wound up in Spring Valley. But wherever
it was, we were now in a two-story house
somewhere in a desert community.

Upstairs, there were five bedrooms,
three of which had been converted into gar-
dens. An all-organic operation, the smallest
room was a veg room outfitted with T-5
lighting where the cuttings start in cups,
move to 1-gallon pots, and finally are trans-
ferred to 3-gallon pots. That’s when they

E
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4 NGNS Pro wrestler Rob Van Dam admits that lately he’s become a bit of a “pot snob.”




